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Ezra and Esther Martin 
R e c e n t l y , the H o l l o w e l l B r e t h r e n in Chr i s t C h u r c h 
passed an impor tan t mi les tone in its his tory as Ezra Mar-
tin ret i red f r o m the o f f i ce of D e a c o n af te r 39 years of ser-
vice. Ezra and his wi fe , Esther, have been fa i th fu l through 
the ups and d o w n s of congrega t iona l l ife. They have a 
hear t fo r the spiri tual wel l -be ing of the f lock, car ry ing a 
deep burden fo r the w o u n d e d , s t raying and lost. Ezra has 
been the unoff ic ia l minis ter of visitation through the years. 
He has also been a va lued Sunday school teacher fo r over 
4 0 years . 
To honor this dedica ted couple , a surpr ise celebrat ion 
w a s held on Februa ry 4, 1996, wh ich inc luded a special 
p rog ram enti t led "This Is Your L i fe , " the presentat ion of a 
sc rapbook of memorab i l i a f r o m the congregat ion, a recep-
t ion, and the bes towing of the honorary title of D e a c o n 
Emer i tus . Gi f t s had been presented to the couple earlier in 
recogni t ion of their devo ted service. 
In this smal l way, w e again wan t to honor Ezra and 
Es the r Mar t in fo r their f a i th fu l ministry. T h e y ' v e touched 
numerous lives along the way. We really don ' t expect them 
to ret ire and sit down , j u s t shif t gears and slow d o w n a lit-
t le . . .maybe. 
" S p e c i a l P e o p l e " p r o f i l e s a w i d e 
v a r i e t y o f B r e t h r e n i n Chris t 
m e m b e r s o f a l l a g e s a n d f r o m 
al l w a l k s o f l i f e . 
You a r e i n v i t e d t o s u b m i t a s h o r t 
a r t i c l e a b o u t s o m e " S p e c i a l 
P e s o n " y o u w o u l d l i k e t o in tro-
d u c e t o Visitor r e a d e r s . A r t i c l e s 
s h o u l d b e t y p e w r i t t e n , p r e f e r a b l y 
3 0 0 - 4 0 0 w o r d s , a n d m u s t h a v e 
t h e a p p r o v a l o f t h e p e r s o n b e i n g 
p r o f i l e d . If y o u r ar t i c l e i s 
a c c e p t e d f o r p u b l i c a t i o n , w e 
w i l l c o n t a c t y o u t o s e c u r e a 
p h o t o f o r p u b l i c a t i o n ( w h i c h 
w i l l b e r e t u r n e d ) . 
Mai l y o u r a r t i c l e t o 
Evangelical Visitor, P.O. B o x 
1 6 6 , N a p p a n e e , IN 4 6 5 5 0 . 
"Deacon Ez ra" 
H e ' s b e c o m e a legend in m a n y ways , 
Serving thir ty-nine years wi th j o y and grace. 
A m a n short of stature but big in his heart . 
At the Hol lowel l Church , h e ' s p layed a huge part . 
He ' s served with dist inct ion through trouble and 
ca lm, 
A l w a y s the peacemaker , f ix ing the wrong . 
H e ' s counseled , exhor ted, encouraged a lot; 
Seeking the wander ing , and m a n y he ' s taught . 
With eyes a ' tw ink le and a smile a lways ready, 
H e wanders a m o n g us, so gentle , so steady. 
H e ' s a humble man , a real servant i t 's true, 
In serving the Master , there ' s nothing he w o n ' t do. 
With Esther, his mate , they m a k e a f ine pair 
Visit ing and comfor t ing , jus t showing they care. 
Consis tent and fa i thfu l , he ' s been a real leader. 
N o w he ' s dec ided he should take a breather. 
But d o n ' t expect h im to stop, to rest, or to stand; 
I ' m sure he ' l l cont inue to serve where he can. 
Minis t ry is his l ife, his r ewards they await ; 
F r o m the Mas te r he ' l l hear, "Well done , " at the 
gate. 
H e ' s one of a kind; h e ' s a va luable treasure, 
To his bus kids, "Mr. Mar t in" ; to us, " D e a c o n 
Ezra . " 
G o d bless you, Ezra. Y o u ' v e been a real beacon; 
But af ter all these years, w e w o n ' t s top cal l ing you 
"deacon . " 
Pastor J a m e s Sol lenberger 
S P E C I A L N O T E 
A r t i c l e s a b o u t 
P e o p l e " i n f h l - S p e c i a I 
2 0 * ' n t h e ' r t e e n s s , 3 0 s 
a r e 
a n d 4 0 s 
e n c o u r a g e d 
This article was submitted by 
James M. Sollenberger, senior pas-
tor of the Hollowell Brethren in 
Christ Church, Chambersburg, Pa. 
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A biblical model of 
leadership for the 
21st century 
by Layne A. Lebo 
exper ienc ing decl ining m e m b e r s h i p s 
and a t tendance, f inancia l crises, and 
waning interest and vitality. In spite of 
the current situation, many w h o study 
church growth see ev idence of a new 
m o v e of G o d and h a r b o r fa i th that 
God is go ing to author a fa r - reaching 
renewal in Nor th A m e r i c a in the near 
f u t u r e . T h e y po in t to s t rong g o d l y 
leadership as a vital component of this 
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TH E W O R D S " s t r o n g " a n d " leadersh ip ," w h e n combined , elicit a broad spec t rum of reac-
t ions a m o n g Chris t ians . S o m e claim 
s t rong l e a d e r s h i p is c ruc ia l f o r the 
church as we approach the 21 st cen-
tury. Others fear strong leadership and 
b lame it for the current state of affairs 
of the church in North Amer ica . 
As a cul ture we value individual-
ism and the democrat ic process, ideals 
which confl ict with strong leadership. 
We also are still reel ing f r o m the tur-
bulent 1960s where authority was pre-
s u m e d b a d a n d a c t i v e l y r e b e l l e d 
aga in s t . T h i s s k e p t i c i s m of s t r o n g 
l e a d e r s h i p is a l s o c o m m o n in t h e 
church, especial ly as we cont inue to 
recover f r o m the high prof i le leader-
ship scandals within the evangel ica l 
church of the 1980s. 
W h i l e m a n y h a v e t h e i r d o u b t s 
about s t rong leadership , f e w w o u l d 
disagree that the church of the 1990s 
n e e d s v i s i o n a n d d i r e c t i o n . T h e 
church in North Amer ica is wa lk ing 
th rough a critical t ime per iod which 
may well def ine w h o we are for the 
next century. Tradi t ional denomina -
t i o n s al l o v e r N o r t h A m e r i c a a r e 
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Moses was an undeniably strong leader and yet he exhibited other 
characteristics like humility compassion, and a commitment 
to developing others around him which we generally don't 
associate with strong leaders. God used Moses' leadership 
to carry out his purposes at a crucial time in human history 
Throughout the Scriptures, when 
God was preparing for a new move of 
his spirit, he revealed his will and his 
vision not to groups of people, but to 
godly individuals. The Scriptures are 
f i l l e d w i th p e o p l e l ike A b r a h a m , 
Moses, the judges , the prophets, and 
Peter and Paul, to whom God spoke in 
this way as he prepared to do a new 
thing among his people. 
As I study the Bible, I have recent-
ly been impressed with the leadership 
of Moses . Moses was an undeniably 
s t rong leader and yet he exh ib i ted 
o the r cha rac te r i s t i c s l ike humi l i ty , 
c o m p a s s i o n , and a c o m m i t m e n t to 
developing others around him which 
we g e n e r a l l y d o n ' t a s soc i a t e wi th 
strong leaders. God used Moses ' lead-
ership to carry out his purposes at a 
crucial t ime in human history. 
I write this article with two main 
p u r p o s e s in m i n d . Firs t , I want to 
e n c o u r a g e g o d l y l e a d e r s w h o are 
called and gifted to lead with strength 
and conf idence. Secondly, I want to 
chal lenge us as the church not to shy 
away f rom strong leadership, simply 
because it is strong and we are unac-
cus tomed to it or uncomfor table with 
it. I believe we need to recognize that 
strong leadership is crucial for us as 
we move into the 21st century. Our 
assessment of successful leadership 
should be based on fruit, not style. As 
Jesus stated in Mat thew 7:18-20, "A 
good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a 
bad t ree c a n n o t bea r g o o d f ru i t . . . . 
Thus , by their frui t you will recog-
nize them." 
As I examine Moses ' leadership, I 
see four characteristics which helped 
m a k e M o s e s an e f f e c t i v e l e a d e r . 
These characteristics are also essential 
for strong godly leaders today. 
F i r s t of a l l , M o s e s w a s c l e a r l y 
called of God to lead. He had all the 
qualities one could want in a leader. 
As Stephen noted in his speech before 
the Sanhedrin, "Moses was educated 
in all the wisdom of the Egypt ians 
a n d w a s p o w e r f u l in s p e e c h a n d 
action" (Acts 7:22). Moses was obvi-
ously the man for the job, but acting 
upon his own strength, his life took a 
quick downward turn. He went f rom 
roya l ty to murde re r , f u g i t i v e , and 
Bedouin shepherd in a matter of days. 
A n d t h e I s r a e l i t e s r e m a i n e d in 
bondage in Egypt. Then, after forty 
long years, the call came, this t ime 
f r o m G o d . In E x o d u s 3 :7 -10 G o d 
gives Moses his call. "The Lord said, 
' I have indeed seen the misery of my 
people in Egypt. I have heard them 
c r y i n g ou t b e c a u s e of the i r s l ave 
dr ivers , and I am conce rned about 
their suffering. So I have come down 
to rescue them.... So now, go. I am 
sending you to Pharaoh to bring my 
people the Israelites out of Egypt . ' " 
Now, Moses was ready to return to 
Egypt with a clear call and the anoint-
ing of God to free his people. 
T h e c h u r c h t o d a y n e e d s g o d l y 
leaders who are called and anointed 
for ministry. Our own strength, abili-
ties, and effort won ' t get the job done. 
To give effect ive direction and lead-
ership and to hang in there when dif-
ficult t imes come, we need God 's call 
and anointing to propel us. 
A second characteristic we see in 
Moses is one we usually attribute to 
good fol lowers , not good leaders— 
humility. Numbers 12:3 informs us, 
"Now Moses was a very humble man, 
more humble than anyone else on the 
face of the earth." Moses ' humili ty 
wasn ' t a quietness or shyness. Moses ' 
humili ty was a clear recognit ion of 
his place under God ' s authority; God 
was the authority, and Moses his fol-
l o w e r . T h i s p e r s p e c t i v e a l l o w e d 
Moses to endure incredible criticism, 
complaining, and questioning of his 
own motives and authority. We see 
this in the rebellion of Korah, Dathan, 
and Abi ram in N u m b e r s 16. These 
men were among 250 Israelite leaders 
who opposed Moses and Aaron with 
the words, "You have gone too far! 
The whole communi ty is holy, every 
one of them, and the Lord is wi th 
them. Why then do you set yourselves 
above the Lord 's assembly?" 
Moses responded, "It is against the 
Lord that you and all your fol lowers 
have banded together. W h o is Aaron 
tha t you s h o u l d g r u m b l e a g a i n s t 
h im?" (Numbers 16:11). Moses rec-
o g n i z e d that as G o d ' s l e a d e r th is 
at tack, while no doubt fee l ing per-
sonal, was in reality an act of rebel-
lion against God. Time and again as 
Moses ' authority was challenged, we 
see the words , "he cried out to the 
Lord." 
Ironically, Moses ' exclusion f rom 
entering the Promised Land came as 
he momentarily lost sight of this truth. 
In striking the rock and saying, "Must 
we bring you water out of this rock?," 
Moses lost sight of the fact that it was 
G o d , not he and A a r o n , w h o w a s 
being challenged. 
God is also looking for humility in 
his leaders today—men and women to 
w h o m he can ent rus t his pu rposes 
w i t h o u t t h e m u s u r p i n g g lo ry and 
honor meant for him. When God finds 
leaders like this, he will carry out his 
purposes through them. 
Another key attribute which Moses 
brought to his leadership was a deep 
compassion f o r those he led. Fre-
quently, leaders who lead strongly are 
p e r c e i v e d as b e i n g e n t i r e l y goa l -
focused and obl ivious to the needs 
and d e s i r e s of t he i r f o l l o w e r s . A 
strong leader w h o deeply cares for 
those who fol low his or her leader-
ship is not a paradox. Moses led with 
p o w e r a n d c o n v i c t i o n a n d w a s 
focused on the goal of leading the 
I s rae l i t e s to the p r o m i s e d land of 
Canaan. But throughout the forty-year 
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We in the church are 
in dire need of strong, 
godly leadership 
to carry us into the 
21 st century... 
We would do well to 
examine closely the 
leadership of Moses 
and to pattern our 
leadership after his. 
j o u r n e y he ma in ta ined a heart of love 
fo r his people . 
We see M o s e s ' devotion to his peo-
ple in E x o d u s 18. T h e Israeli te con-
t ingen t had j u s t pas sed t h rough the 
Red Sea exper ience and had already 
begun harping against Moses for lead-
ing t h e m out into the deser t to die. 
Yet in E x o d u s 18 w e f i n d M o s e s 
a p p e a r i n g b e f o r e t h e p e o p l e f r o m 
morning until evening answering their 
q u e s t i o n s and a rb i t r a t ing the i r d i s -
p u t e s . W h e n M o s e s ' f a t h e r - i n - l a w 
Je thro saw w h a t w a s happen ing , he 
w a s d i s m a y e d b e c a u s e h e k n e w 
M o s e s could not keep this pace . He 
asked M o s e s , " W h a t is this you are 
d o i n g f o r the p e o p l e ? W h y do you 
a lone sit as j u d g e , whi le these people 
s tand a round you f r o m m o r n i n g till 
e v e n i n g ? " (Exodus 18:14). 
M o s e s r e sponded by tel l ing Je thro 
that the peop le c a m e to h im to hear 
G o d ' s will and to learn his dec rees 
and laws. Unti l his father- in- law chal-
lenged him, M o s e s w a s wil l ing to run 
h imse l f in to the g r o u n d so that the 
needs of his peop le migh t be met . 
M o s e s ' deep love for the Israelites 
is a l so e v i d e n c e d by the i nc red ib l e 
prayers he p r a y e d on beha l f of the 
c o m m u n i t y . O n s e v e r a l o c c a s i o n s 
G o d w a s ready to des t roy the entire 
Israeli te communi ty for their ongoing 
complaining, cr i t ic ism, and rebel l ion 
against h im, but Moses intervened. In 
E x o d u s 32:10, af ter seeing the golden 
calf , G o d told Moses , " N o w leave me 
a l o n e so t h a t m y a n g e r m a y b u r n 
agains t t hem and that I m a y des t roy 
t h e m . T h e n I wil l m a k e you into a 
g rea t na t ion . " But M o s e s pers i s ted . 
H e a sked G o d to re len t so that the 
p e o p l e w o u l d be s a v e d a n d G o d ' s 
honor migh t be main ta ined , and G o d 
did relent. Then in verses 31 and 32 of 
th i s s a m e chap te r , w e h e a r M o s e s ' 
prayer. " S o M o s e s wen t back to the 
Lord and said, ' O h wha t a great sin 
these peop le have commi t t ed ! They 
have m a d e themse lves gods of gold. 
But now, p lease fo rg ive the i r s i n — 
bu t if no t , t hen b lo t m e out of the 
b o o k y o u h a v e w r i t t e n . ' " M o s e s ' 
c o m p a s s i o n w a s s o d e e p t h a t h e 
p leaded wi th God , " save these peo-
ple or put m e to dea th . " 
Likewise, as spiritual leaders today, 
having a deep compass ion for those 
we lead is imperat ive . God has given 
us respons ib i l i ty fo r those we lead, 
and to lead effect ively we need a deep 
love fo r our p e o p l e — a deep love that 
c o m e s f r o m God. If we rely on our 
o w n love and c o m p a s s i o n , concern 
for our fo l lowers will ebb and f low 
wi th the c i r c u m s t a n c e s . Bu t G o d ' s 
love will a l low us to mainta in a heart 
for our people in the most t rying of 
t imes. 
Finally, w e see in M o s e s a com-
mitment to developing the next gen-
eration of leaders. A n a n c i e n t 
proverb states, "Noth ing grows under 
the banyan tree." The banyan tree is a 
large tree f o u n d in India with a thick 
ne twork of branches . In fact , this tree 
drops roots f r o m its b ranches which 
g row d o w n into the soil. Because of 
its th i ck b r a n c h s y s t e m , very l i t t le 
sun l igh t p e n e t r a t e s the a rea unde r -
neath this tree. Thus nothing g rows 
under it. This is o f ten the case with 
strong leaders; they cast such a strong 
shadow themselves that they of ten fail 
to deve lop others w h o will carry on 
the work af ter them. M a n y w h o study 
l eade r sh ip in A m e r i c a point to this 
p h e n o m e n a as a p r ime reason for the 
l e a d e r s h i p v a c u u m in t h e U n i t e d 
States today. Moses , however , in spite 
of his own leadership prowess , was 
c o m m i t t e d t o d e v e l o p i n g o t h e r s 
around him. 
We first see M o s e s ' c o m m i t m e n t 
to deve lop ing others in Exodus 18 in 
r e sponse to his f a the r - in - l aw ' s sug-
gest ion to "select capable m e n f r o m 
all the p e o p l e — m e n w h o fea r God , 
t rus tworthy m e n w h o hate d ishones t 
g a i n — a n d appoint them as of f ic ia l s 
over thousands , hundreds , f i f t ies and 
tens" (Exodus 18:21). Several verses 
later we are told that Moses fo l lowed 
Je thro ' s advice by appoint ing m e n to 
lead thousands , hundreds , f i f t ies , and 
tens, and then handl ing only the most 
d i f f icu l t cases h imse l f . Th i s sys tem 
of l e a d e r s h i p s e r v e d the I s r a e l i t e s 
t h r o u g h o u t the i r f o r ty y e a r s in the 
desert . 
We also see M o s e s ' c o m m i t m e n t 
to leadership deve lopment in the rais-
ing up of his successor , J o s h u a . In 
N u m b e r s 27 God had jus t told Moses 
to go up on a mounta in and look over 
the p romised land of Canaan because 
he w a s g o i n g to d ie . R e a d M o s e s ' 
words in N u m b e r s 27:15-17: " M o s e s 
said to the Lord , ' M a y the Lord , the 
G o d of the sp i r i t s of all m a n k i n d , 
appoint a man over this c o m m u n i t y 
to go out and c o m e in be fo re them, 
one w h o will lead them out and br ing 
them in, so the Lo rd ' s people will not 
be like sheep without a s h e p h e r d . ' " 
Then the Lord told M o s e s to lay 
his hands on Joshua and to bless h im 
as his successor. Deu te ronomy 31:7-8 
r e c o r d s M o s e s ' c o m m i s s i o n i n g of 
Joshua in f ron t of all the Israel i tes . 
"Be strong and courageous , for you 
must go with this people into the land 
that the Lord swore to their f o r e f a -
t h e r s to g i v e t h e m , a n d y o u m u s t 
d ivide it a m o n g them as their inheri-
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tance. The Lord h imsel f goes before 
y o u a n d wi l l be w i th y o u ; he wi l l 
never leave you nor fo r sake you. Do 
not be afra id; do not be d i scouraged ." 
M o s e s was commi t ted to mak ing sure 
that the Israeli tes were not wi thout a 
leader af ter he w a s gone . By bless ing 
and c o m m i s s i o n i n g Joshua before all 
the Israeli tes, he did every th ing in his 
p o w e r to h e l p m a k e the t r an s i t i on 
smooth . 
Moses , whi le a s trong leader in his 
o w n right , k n e w that fo r his miss ion 
as the leader of Israel to be completed, 
he needed to m a k e sure his successor 
was in place. God ly leaders today do 
wel l to d o the s a m e . In his c l a ss ic 
b o o k . The Master Plan of Evange-
lism, R o b e r t C o l e m a n n o t e s t h a t 
deve lop ing others through discipl ing 
and mentor ing is crucial because the 
Chr i s t i an m o v e m e n t is a l w a y s j u s t 
one generat ion away f r o m extinct ion. 
In the same way, as leaders w h o have 
b e e n g i v e n a v i s ion f r o m G o d f o r 
ministry, we mus t raise up and equip 
o t h e r s to l e a d a f t e r u s so tha t t h e 
vision will be ful f i l led. 
As w e stand on the br ink of a new 
m o v e of G o d in Nor th Amer ica , w e 
the church are in dire need of s trong, 
godly leadership to carry us into the 
21st century. As we seek leaders, we 
would do well to examine closely the 
leadership of Moses and to pattern our 
leadership af ter his. We need leaders 
w h o are godly, s trong, and conf iden t ; 
leaders w h o have a c lear g i f t ing and 
call f r o m God ; servant leaders w h o 
are h u m b l e as they r e c o g n i z e the i r 
place under G o d ' s authori ty; leaders 
w h o have a deep love and c o m p a s -
sion for their people; and leaders w h o 
are commi t t ed to deve lop ing succes-
sors to sustain the ongo ing work of 
G o d . A s g o d l y m e n a n d w o m e n 
respond to G o d ' s call and lead in this 
way, the work of God will go forward 
in Nor th Amer ica . 
Layne Lebo is Associate Pastor of Young 
Adult Ministries for the Mechanicsburg (Pa.) 
Brethren in Christ Church. 
Why I believe Clinical Pastoral 
Education should be a 
requirement for ordination in 
the Brethren in Christ Church 
by Janet M. Peifer 
"I t is m o r e i m p o r t a n t , " s t a t e s 
Rabbi E d w i n F r i edman in Genera-
tion to Generation: Family Process 
in Church and Synagogue ( T h e 
Gui l fo rd Press , 1985), " fo r the pas-
tor to be se l f -d i f fe rent ia ted than to 
be an exper t . " By se l f -d i f ferent ia-
t ion he m e a n s hav ing se l f -aware-
ness w h i c h e n a b l e s pas to r s to be 
w h o they are whi le at the same t ime 
r e m a i n i n g c o n n e c t e d to their sig-
nificant others. Whi le one basic unit 
o f C l i n i c a l P a s t o r a l E d u c a t i o n 
( C P E ) t r a i n i n g is i n a d e q u a t e to 
m a k e one an expert in pastoral min-
istry, a basic unit of C P E peer inter-
act ion and supervis ion exposes one 
to m o r e hea l thy in t rospect ion and 
se l f -awareness than would normal -
ly occur in m a n y years of pastoral 
exper ience . I be l ieve there is unex-
a m i n e d v a l i d i t y in R a b b i F r i e d -
m a n ' s s t a t e m e n t a n d t h e r e f o r e , 
a long with o ther r equ i rements for 
ordinat ion in the Bre thren in Chris t 
d e n o m i n a t i o n , C l i n i c a l P a s t o r a l 
Educat ion should be a m o n g them. 
In t h i s a r t i c l e , I w i l l s t a t e w h y 
reach ing the goals and ob jec t ives 
of Basic C P E is equal ly as impor-
tant for readiness for ordinat ion as 
a re the o ther r equ i r emen t s es tab-
l i shed by the Boa rd fo r Min i s t ry 
and Doctrine. Secondly, I will high-
light exper iences of C P E which I 
believe greatly enhance one ' s readi-
ness fo r pastoral ministry. 
A c c o r d i n g to The 1989 Stan-
dards of the Association For Clini-
cal Pastoral Education, the goal of 
Basic C P E is the deve lopmen t of 
personal and pastoral identity and 
the growth of profess ional compe-
tence as a minister. Speci f ic objec-
t ives are: 
1. To become aware of oneself as 
a min i s t e r and of the w a y s o n e ' s 
ministry af fec ts persons . 
2. To unders tand and utilize the 
clinical me thod of learning. 
3. To learn to utilize the support , 
conf ron ta t ion , and clar i f icat ion of 
the peer g roup for the integrat ion 
of personal at tr ibutes and pastoral 
func t ion ing . 
4 . To u t i l i z e i n d i v i d u a l a n d 
g roup supervis ion for personal and 
profess ional g rowth and for devel -
oping the capacity to evaluate one ' s 
ministry. 
5. To unders tand the theological 
issues arising f r o m exper ience and 
enhance the in ter face be tween the-
ology and the behaviora l sc iences 
in unders tanding the human condi-
tion. 
6 . To b e c o m e a w a r e of h o w 
one ' s attitudes, values, and assump-
tions af fec t one ' s ministry. 
7. To b e c o m e aware of the pas-
toral role in interdiscipl inary rela-
t ionships. 
W h e t h e r o r no t o n e o b t a i n s a 
seminary degree before becoming 
ordained in the Brethren in Chris t 
d e n o m i n a t i o n , w i t h t h e p r e s e n t 
requirements for ordination the pos-
sibility exis ts that a person could 
be ordained without having any sig-
nif icant exper ience in se l f -evalua-
t ion and p e e r g r o u p s u p p o r t and 
confrontat ion. Those with seminary 
t ra ining might encoun te r this, but 
in light of the present d e n o m i n a -
t i ona l s t r u c t u r e w h i c h d o e s n o t 
continued on page 8 
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r e q u i r e a s e m i n a r y d e g r e e , C P E 
cou ld p rov ide a m u c h n e e d e d tool 
f o r e f f e c t i v e p a s t o r a l m in i s t r y . In 
C P E t h o s e w i th s e m i n a r y t r a in ing 
w o u l d f ind their theologica l m o o r -
ings s t rengthened by the opportuni ty 
to integrate that knowledge with con-
tacts wi th the h u m a n documen t . 
T h e present requirements for ordi-
nation rely heavi ly on academia , i.e., 
60 credit hours of theological studies; 
a 1-year minis ter ' s l icense upon writ-
ing a satisfactory doctrinal statement; 
f o l l o w e d by a 4 - y e a r l i cense upon 
comple t ing a sat isfactory oral e x a m -
inat ion be fo re a prescr ibed g roup of 
c lergy; and sa t is fac tory comple t ion 
of f o u r c o r e c o u r s e s ( B r e t h r e n in 
Chris t Polity, Theo logy of Salvat ion, 
T h e o l o g y of the Church , Brethren in 
Chr is t His tory) . Even upon comple t -
i ng t h e s e i m p o r t a n t r e q u i r e m e n t s 
which would likely include an assign-
m e n t in congrega t iona l ministry, it 
still wou ld be highly possible for a 
person to be ordained with little or no 
exper ience in in-depth introspect ion 
and peer g roup conf ron ta t ion . 
I be l ieve that w e do the orda ined 
p e r s o n s a n d the i r c o n g r e g a t i o n s a 
great d isservice by over look ing this 
impor tant fac tor in minis t ry prepara-
tion. Cl inical Pastoral Educa t ion can 
p r o v i d e a r a t h e r c l e a r i n d i c a t i o n 
whe the r or not a person should pur-
s u e p a s t o r a l m i n i s t r y o r m o v e in 
a n o t h e r d i r e c t i o n . It c o u l d , t h e n , 
spare a pe r son and a cong rega t i on 
m u c h hear tache as a result of mis -
gu ided ambi t ions . 
Wha t does one learn in C P E which 
is t r ans fe rab le to the congrega t iona l 
setting and is therefore an invaluable 
e x p e r i e n c e b e f o r e o rd ina t i on? T h e 
learning exper iences I ment ion rise 
out of my eleven weeks spent at Phil-
h a v e n H o s p i t a l — a M e n n o n i t e -
o w n e d menta l heal th facili ty. Whi le 
one could benef i t f r o m some of these 
learning exper iences in a medica l or 
geriatr ic center, o thers are uniquely 
the p roduc t of minis t ry in a Chris-
tian menta l heal th facili ty. 
Wi l l i am H. Wi l l imon in his book, 
Worship As Pastoral Care, a rgues 
that C P E has contr ibuted "to the cur-
rent infatuat ion with pastoral coun-
seling as the pr imary task of pastoral 
care and that its pract i t ioners have 
no t d o n e e n o u g h c a r e f u l t h i n k i n g 
about the context of its ca re" (p. 3 8). 
Whi le that might be the case in the 
medical or geriatric setting, though I 
doubt it, it certainly cannot be claim-
ed as a w e a k n e s s of the Phi lhaven 
program. Because there are therapists 
with specif ic therapy skills at every 
turn for each patient, C P E students 
learn to separate counsel ing and pas-
toral care quite early in their experi-
ence. T h e strength for pastoral min-
istry b e y o n d C P E is the e m p h a s i s 
that is given to pastoral care which 
emphas izes ref lect ive l istening, and 
empathet ic , non judgmenta l p resence 
for the patient . 
C P E also p r o v i d e s pas to r s wi th 
the sense of having their o w n con-
gregation. Whi le this can happen to a 
degree in the med ica l hospi ta l set-
t ing, the ger ia t r ic or menta l heal th 
facil i ty provides a bet ter c l imate of 
community and continuity of patients/ 
residents . Providing a series of pas-
toral visits, even with pat ients w h o 
are not particularly enjoyable , al lows 
for valuable exper ience in bui lding 
u p o n f o r m e r c o n t a c t s — a face t not 
unl ike the pastoral visitation contacts 
in the parish communi ty . 
In the Christian institution, leading 
worship services for patients w h o are 
d o w n and out provides opportuni ty 
fo r the C P E student to f ind scripture 
and h y m n s which speak of hope and 
comfor t rather than prophet ic judge-
ment . This again is invaluable expe-
r ience for the one w h o will enter the 
pastorate and encounte r a congrega-
t i on e v e r y S u n d a y m o r n i n g w i t h 
m a n y persons w h o need jus t such a 
message of comfor t and hope. 
C P E in a men ta l hea l th fac i l i ty 
also provides valuable training and 
exposure in facing first hand the stig-
m a of need ing psychia t r ic therapy. 
Dispe l l ing myths about menta l ill-
ne s s and the rapeu t i c i n t e rven t ions 
will go a long way toward mak ing 
pas tors more comfor tab le in recom-
m e n d i n g psych ia t r i c ca re f o r the i r 
pa r i sh ione r s . T h e C P E e x p e r i e n c e 
a l so p r o v i d e s v a l u a b l e k n o w l e d g e 
into psychiat r ic d iagnoses and could 
at a later t ime in the ministry prevent 
pas tors f r o m being lax in re fer r ing 
pa r i sh ione r s to the rap i s t s wi th the 
needed expert ise. 
A n o t h e r e x p e r i e n c e w h i c h p ro -
vides the C P E student wi th a mode l 
for minis t ry is the interdiscipl inary 
team approach used by mental health 
facil i t ies and geriatric centers . Min-
is ter ing to the who le pe r son in the 
congregat ion requires more t ime and 
exper ience than one pastor can pro-
v ide . T h e r e f o r e , the m o d e l of the 
team approach can provide t ra ining 
and strong incentive for the C P E stu-
dent to util ize a f te r enter ing par ish 
ministry. Discussing issues and prob-
lems with key congregat ional lead-
ers, whe ther hired as staff or volun-
teer lay leaders, could prevent pastors 
f rom bum-out or delusions of grandeur 
tha t t h e y c a n d o an a d e q u a t e j o b 
alone. 
T h e o n g o i n g v a l u e of the C P E 
interpersonal g rowth sessions (when 
the C P E students mee t together sev-
eral t imes each week) for the aspiring 
pas tor has no substi tute. This disci-
pl ine will aid the pas tor in leading 
staff meet ings which utilize conf ron-
t i v e / c o n s t r u c t i v e i n t e r ac t i ons w i th 
each staff person, and in guid ing the 
church board so that d i sharmony and 
d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n as w e l l a s h e a v y 
issues can be dealt with in an open 
and heal thy manner . These sess ions 
will also assist pastors in deve lop ing 
a sense of the importance of having a 
p e e r g r o u p to w h i c h t h e y c a n be 
accountable and f r o m which mutua l 
inner g rowth is possible . 
Finally, I ment ion t w o addit ional 
va lues of the C P E t ra in ing fo r the 
pastor. C P E gently forces the student 
to do pas tora l v i s i t a t i o n — t o m a k e 
that initial contact . Pas tors f requent -
ly enter congregat ions when they are 
apprehens ive about mak ing the f irst 
hospital or h o m e visit. C P E provides 
conf idence and a level of c o m f o r t in 
the a l l - important minis t ry of visita-
tion. A compan ion benef i t of C P E is 
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learning to wisely use discre-
t ionary t ime. C P E students f r o m the 
outset are given f r e e d o m to use their 
t i m e o n t h e u n i t s as t h e y w i s h . 
Learn ing to be respons ib le to their 
o w n c a l l i n g a n d t o t h e i r o w n 
patients is a va luable lesson for the 
p e r s o n w h o s e c a r e e r is c e n t e r e d 
around discre t ionary t ime. 
Whi l e the above does not repre-
sent all the benef i t s and va lues of 
the C P E p r o g r a m fo r pastoral min-
istry, I be l ieve the case can still be 
m a d e t h a t C P E p r o v i d e s u n i q u e 
training and a mode l fo r the person 
a s p i r i n g t o o r d i n a t i o n w h i c h n o 
o ther face t of t ra ining fulf i l l s . M y 
educa t iona l pursu i t s have a l lowed 
m e to do m o r e than is required to 
b e c o m e orda ined in the Bre thren in 
Chris t Church . Howeve r , m y C P E 
training has put feet to my education 
a n d p a s t o r a l e x p e r i e n c e a n d 
equ ipped m e fo r service to the Lord 
and to peop le in the church as no 
o ther t ra ining exper ience has done . 
I can, therefore, do no less than wish 
t h a t al l t h o s e w h o s e r v e in p a s -
torates and those w h o are p repar ing 
for pastoral ministry could also have 
this u n i q u e oppor tun i ty . I be l i eve 
t h a t if C P E w e r e t o b e c o m e a 
r e q u i r e m e n t f o r o rd ina t ion in our 
d e n o m i n a t i o n ( o r m o r e h i g h l y 
encou raged as a tool fo r in-service 
training fo r pastors already serving), 
not only w o u l d the pas tors benef i t , 
but all the people they serve as well. 
Janet Peifer, married to Elvin Peifer and 
mother of two adult children, served in lay 
and pastoral ministry at the Refton Brethren 
in Christ Church for twenty-five years. An 
ordained Brethren in Christ minister, she 
now serves full-time in chaplaincy at Landis 
Homes Retirement Community in Lititz, Pa. 
A 1988 graduate of Messiah College and a 
1992 graduate of Eastern Baptist Theolog-
ical Seminary, she is currently working on a 
Doctor of Ministry degree at Lancaster The-
ological Seminary, focusing on issues of 
pastoral care of the elderly. 
Warren Hoffman selected 
as next General Secretary 
The General Conference Board will 
recommend to General Conference that 
Warren H o f f m a n be confirmed to serve 
as the next General Secretary of the 
Brethren in Christ Church. This comes 
with R. Donald Shafer ' s announcement 
that he is not available for another term 
of service in this capacity. 
Since this el iminates Bishop Hoff -
man ' s availability for a second term in 
the A t l an t i c and S o u t h e a s t C o n f e r -
ences, the Bishop's Selection Commit -
tee will p roceed through the normal 
process to select 
a b i s h o p a n d 
r e c o m m e n d 
him for conf i r -
m a t i o n by t h e 
General Confer-
ence Board and 
the regional conference. 
We expect to complete most of this 
work dur ing the mon th of May. We 
covet your earnest prayers for this new 
chal lenge and for the transit ions that 
will occur at the leadership level. 
Pray for General 
Conference 
by Harvey R. Sider 
I was surprised and pleased recently 
when a lay leader suggested a "special 
cal l" to prayer before General Confer-
ence. He even went so far as to suggest 
a week of fast ing and prayer in June. 
Wha t an excellent idea! This could be 
done corporately by an entire congre-
gation or by a small group, or individ-
ua ls m a y sense the call of G o d fo r 
t imes of prayer and fast ing throughout 
the month. 
Some of the fol lowing ideas could 
be adapted in many congregations: 
• Each Sunday morning in June, pro-
vide a brief highlight on General Con-
ference fo l lowed by a t ime of prayer. 
• R e c o g n i z e Gene ra l C o n f e r e n c e 
de legates and assure them of prayer 
support as they help shape vision and 
seek wisdom in all decisions. 
• Sunday school, Bible studies, and 
p r a y e r m e e t i n g s b e c o m e e x c e l l e n t 
occasions to explore the General Con-
ference theme: "250 Growing, Disci-
pling, Sending Congregat ions by A.D. 
2000—For the Glory of God ." 
• Since June 23 is the last Sunday 
before Conference begins on June 29, 
the focus of that Sunday could be on 
vision and the theme of the Confe r -
ence. It would be ideal to have a prayer 
of dedication for the delegates. 
Confe rence will be preceded by a 
concert of prayer led by Ron and Bar-
bara Graff f rom 8 :30-9 :30 a.m. on Sat-
urday for all w h o are able to attend. 
All congrega t ions are encouraged to 
select a day and convene a prayer vigil 
while General Conference is in session. 
The youth are deve lop ing their own 
prayer focus under the leadership of 
Perry Engle. In addition, we will con-
tinue the practice of 10-minute prayer 
periods during each business session. 
Programs have already been sent to 
the congrega t ions . Th i s p rov ides an 
e x c e l l e n t o v e r v i e w of the th rus t of 
Genera l C o n f e r e n c e and one way to 
focus our prayer energy. 
The agendas will be distributed to 
pastors and congregat ional delegates 
in ear ly June. This g ives the detai ls 
a r o u n d w h i c h i n t e r c e s s i o n s h o u l d 
focus. The overarching theme of "250 
Growing, Discipling, Sending Congre-
gations by A.D. 2000—For the Glory 
of G o d " will permeate both the busi-
ness and inspirational sessions. As our 
hearts are united for the glory of God, 
the 1996 General Conference will be a 
memorable occasion. 
Harvey R. Sider is Moderator of the Breth-
ren in Christ Church. 
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Report from the 
General Conference Board 
regarding Regional 
Conference Administration 
It was the decision of the General 
Conference Board to present the eight 
bishop plan as called for by the 1994 
General Conference and as developed 
by the task f o r c e . [See the s ideba r 
below.] The action of the 1994 Gener-
al Conference was as follows: 
"That during the 1994-96 bienni-
um, a committee composed of all bish-
ops called to serve in the 1994-96 bien-
nium, all regional conference members 
of the General Conference Board, a 
Board for Stewardship member, the 
General Secretary, and the Moderator 
develop a plan complete with structure, 
personnel, and implementation that 
would place a resident bishop in each 
of the eight regional conferences. This 
committee shall be accountable to the 
General Conference Board and shall 
bring its report and recommendation 
to the 1996 meeting of the General 
Conference." 
The General Conference Board is 
also bringing to General Conference a 
recommenda t ion regarding the Task 
Force 's report. [See the following arti-
cle.] This 1996 General Conference has 
the r e spons ib i l i t y to deal wi th th is 
response. 
Report of the Regional Conference 
Task Force on an Eight Bishop Plan 
The Task Force report is as fol-
lows: 
1. An eight bishop plan 
(a) This plan would mean eight 
bishops, full or part-time, one per 
regional conference. All would be 
members of the Leadership Council, 
increasing it to thirteen. 
(b) It would have eight bishops, 
one residing in each regional confer-
ence. 
(c) It would retain the present 
eight regional conference boundaries. 
(d) Major resources of money and 
personnel would need to be shared 
since it is not likely to have eight 
self-sustaining regional conferences 
in the foreseeable future. (Self-sus-
taining means enough churches, 
members , and f inances to operate 
without subsidy and to support 
regional and general conference min-
istries.) 
2. Financial plan to support a 
full-time bishop 
It would cost $111,569 for a full-
t ime bishop as an average based on 
projected costs for 1997. Multiplied 
by eight conferences, it means a total 
of $892,550 for eight full-t ime bish-
ops. 
There was discussion that some 
conferences may not cost that much, 
but no one seems to know how to fig-
ure that since this is an average and 
also takes into consideration project-
ed reduced travel, etc. Some confer-
ences may cost more than the aver-
age. If there are part-time bishops, 
someone has to pay the other part of 
the salary and it is unlikely to find 
that outside the resources of the 
church. 
3. Factors other than finances 
(a) The vision should be primary. 
(b) Gifts of leaders matched to 
regional needs is crucial. 
(c) How many general church 
leaders, executive directors, and bish-
ops are needed for our denomination? 
(d) Part-time or divided portfolios 
tend to divide focus and energy. 
(e) How many willing and quali-
fied persons are available for the 
bishop role? 
4. Policy issues 
(a) Present regional boundaries 
are retained. 
(b) The criteria for placement 
would be based on: 
(1) The skills of the leader. 
(2) The priority of our vision. 
(3) The availability of money. 
(c) The General Conference 
Board would decide policy on place-
ment of portfolios for bishops based 
on reports f rom the Leadership 
Council and responses f rom regional 
conferences. 
5. Proposal of implementation 
(a) The General Conference 
Board would determine the portfo-
lios, part-time/full-time assignments, 
and location. 
(b) The Bishop's Selection Com-
mittee would make personnel deci-
sions. 
(c) The General Conference 
Board and Regional Conferences 
would both confirm personnel to 
elect the bishops. 
(d) Newly-assigned bishops 
would be installed at General Con-
ference. 
(e) The above (items 1-4) would 
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Rationale and recommendations 
from the General Conference 
Board regarding Regional 
Conference Administration 
A rationale for the recommendations 
of the G e n e r a l C o n f e r e n c e B o a r d 
regarding Regional Conference Admin-
istration: 
1. Dur ing this 1994-96 biennium, 
after we reviewed other denomination-
al structures and employed a consul-
tant to study our general church office 
a r rangement , inc lud ing the regional 
b ishop ass ignments , we came to the 
conclusion that we have adequate lead-
ership and staff to administer a denom-
ination of our size. 
We have a current structure of 11 
executive administrators, with at least 
25 add i t i ona l s u p p o r t s taf f f o r our 
denomination. This is adequate as com-
pared to other denominat ions of our 
size. (This does not include the employ-
ees of the Board for Media Ministries 
or the Jacob Engle Foundation.) 
2. We have continually faced diffi-
culty in securing gifted, trained, expe-
rienced, and willing executive leaders. 
To add three more such portfolios will 
exacerbate this situation. 
3. The present regional conference 
boundaries are fairly recent decisions 
(1990-1994). Since these eight confer-
ences are developing a new sense of 
identity and mission, we decided it is 
best not to propose changes to regional 
boundaries. We are also convinced that 
the residency of a bishop is not the pri-
mary reason for the growth and devel-
opment of a region. 
4. Another factor that has evolved, 
with the gathering of f ive (or half) of 
the Leadership Council at our general 
church offices, is that the general church 
leaders and the executive directors are 
now posit ioned to help bishops with 
require the next biennium for imple-
mentation with integrity. 
6. Issues for an eight bishop 
plan 
(a) H o w is it decided which areas 
get part-time...those with more or 
less resources?.. . those with more or 
less churches? 
(b) What t iming is needed to 
move f rom part-t ime to full- t ime? 
(c) How are funds allocated? 
There is no trend for more funds 
increasing. Should funds be allocated 
f rom church planting and world mis-
sions? 
(d) From where do part-time port-
folios receive funding? 
7. Survey of conference bishops 
Each bishop was polled on the 
manageable number of congrega-
tions projected for ful l- t ime bishop 
leadership. 
Conference Now Full-time 
Allegheny 34 50-60 
Atlantic 38 50-60 
Canadian 40 40-50 
Central 29 40-45 
Midwest 11 40-45 
Pacific 16 50-60 
Southeast 32 40-50 
Susquehanna 32 50-60 
232 360-450 
Conclusions 
The consensus was to affirm our 
existing plan for the present in light 
of the following: 
a. The church now has a team 
leadership concept and that plan is 
functioning well, i.e. the Leadership 
Council, which has all our general 
church leaders praying, planning, 
and implementing a common vision 
and strategy. 
b. Assistance would be provided 
for bishops whose workload justifies 
the need. Rationale for assistance 
would be presented to Leadership 
Council and General Conference 
Board for authorization to employ 
part or full-t ime help. 
c. There are many dynamics in 
trying to realistically implement an 
eight bishop plan. The church is bet-
ter served to aff irm our present struc-
ture which is working well. It is 
agreed to strengthen that, rather than 
call for major change. 
Task Force members were: John A. 
Brubaker, John A. Byers, Allen W. Carr, 
Dennis Good, John B. Hawbaker, Jesse L. 
Heise, Warren L. Hoffman, W. Lloyd Hogg, 
Kenneth O. Hoke, Charles M. Rickel, R. 
Donald Shafer, R. Dale Shaw, Harvey R. 
Sider, James R. Stauffer, L. Eugene 
Wingert, and Lester Zook. 
May 1996 
some of their work in contacting con-
gregat ions in behalf of our c o m m o n 
vision. We are team players working 
together in our prayers, planning, and 
strategy. We are available as resources 
for one another. This has been one of 
the serendipitous dynamics of the coop-
eration of the Leadership Council . In 
addition, the Jacob Engle Foundation 
is located in proximity for better ser-
vice. 
5. Last, but certainly not least, with-
out curtailing outreach ministries over-
seas and in North America, it is not fea-
sible to add three addi t ional church 
executives. Any part-time bishop would 
need full-t ime support. Since we don ' t 
envision other portfolios that need fund-
ing, it becomes clear that the church 
must assume responsibility for funding 
part-time portfolios as full- t ime posi-
tions. Thus, planning for part-time res-
ident bishops is not practical. It must 
be noted that there are already regional 
conferences that provide no f inances 
for the support of their regional bishop. 
In summary, we have made signifi-
cant strides in the coordination and co-
operation of our new structure of the 
Leadership Council. We anticipate con-
tinued growth and refinement in these 
areas. What General Confe rence ap-
proved two years ago is working well. 
In light of the process of having based 
our planning on our Brethren in Christ 
vision and distinctives, we therefore 
recommend: 
1. That we aff irm our current struc-
ture of the Leadership Council and eight 
regional conferences with five bishops, 
with the understanding that flexibility 
will used in: 
a. assignments of Leadership Coun-
cil members to serve the regional 
conferences; e.g., general church 
leaders or executive directors will 
work as team members to assist 
bishops in serving congregations. 
b. s t u d y i n g s ta f f n e e d s to a s s i s t 
regional conference ministry as 
bishops discern needs. 
We further recommend: 
2. That General Conference autho-
rize the General Conference Board to 
continue reviewing plans for meeting 
the needs of our church. This would be 
done in consultation with the regions 
and processed through the Leadership 
Council, the General Conference Board, 
and General Conference. • 
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STUDENT MINISTRY IN BOMBAY, INDIA 
fofnilty 
by Philip and Bonnie Crider 
From January 29 to February 5, Philip 
and Bonnie Crider were part of a group of 
Woodstock students involved in an out-
reach ministry in Bombay, India. 
After waiting on our own in Delhi for 
two days, most of the Woodstock School 
student group arrived and we left for 
Bombay by train. We arrived the next 
morning and met the remaining members 
of the group. We squeezed our way onto 
a crowded inner-city train, amidst the 
stale sweat and fish odors, to get to And-
heri, the section of Bombay where we 
were staying. That first day we cleaned 
ourselves up and had a couple of sessions, 
led by Oasis members, to get us ready for 
what we were going to do for the rest of 
the week. (Oasis was the agency spon-
soring the outreach ministry.) 
The next two mornings we split into 
groups of four boys and five girls and vis-
ited two different projects that Oasis is 
deve lop ing . One of these was called 
Jacob's Well, where women and girls are 
brought from the streets and slums and 
taught how to sew. The finished products 
are exported to England and the women 
and girls gain an economic base by which 
they can better their standard of living. 
Then, at the second project. Paper Works, 
teenage boys from the streets are taught 
how to make paper mache products. Fur-
ther, in both of these projects, Oasis has 
opportunities for witness to the people 
who come. 
In the afternoon of the first day, we 
went to visit Chembur . Chembur is a 
combination day-care center and school, 
with the dual purpose of educating slum 
children and keeping them off the streets. 
The boys of our group played cricket with 
the young boys of the school, while the 
girls went to see the slums in which these 
children lived. Bonnie says, "What an 
experience!" Imagine living in a house 
made of sticks and branches, with plastic 
sheeting to keep out the rain; living as 
extended families (grandparents, parents, 
and children) of not fewer than six and up 
to twelve people in a room 6 by 10 feet 
and sometimes 4 feet high; living two or 
three feet from your neighbor, with an 
open sewage pit eight feet in front of your 
"house" and a busy highway ten feet 
behind it. These people live in dirt; they 
are born in dirt and their lives are spent, 
most of them even dying, in dirt. "Amaz-
ingly, they are happy in spite of all this," 
adds Bonnie. Later, the groups got togeth-
er, gathered the children together, and put 
on a little skit about the prodigal son. The 
children loved it; so did we. 
The third day we all went to a school 
for our first real job of the week. The 
school was Catholic, but we found out 
that the chairman of the Board, Dr. Pinto, 
has recently converted to evangelical 
Christianity. He is therefore very inter-
ested in incorporat ing an evangelical 
influence into the school routine. We had 
three sessions there with the 7th, 8th, and 
9th grades. We sang songs and interacted 
with the students as much as possible. We 
put on skits, shared our testimonies, and 
presented a mime called "Broken Heart." 
The t heme fo r the day was "God is 
always near." 
We seemed to become quite popular 
with those children. Not only did they 
clap enthusiastically, they tried to get our 
autographs when we were trying to leave. 
The children asked us to write a few 
words for them with our autographs, so 
we had this last opportunity to give anoth-
er word of witness to them. We are anx-
iously waiting for any letters in response 
to our invitations to further pursue ques-
tions about Jesus Christ. 
The next day, Friday, we split into 
groups again and went to two different 
schools where we put on the same type of 
program with three sect ions of each 
school. What a powerful impact on us to 
have some of the children come to us after 
the program and ask specific questions 
about Christianity and "What inspires you 
to become Christians?" We will never 
forget the thrill of the opportunity, which 
lasted more than half an hour, to share 
with the children who had listened to our 
presentation. 
Saturday was to be free time, so some 
of us spent time with a small group of 
children who arrived unannounced at the 
place where we were staying. And of 
course we had a great time playing with 
them. On Sunday we split into our groups 
and went to different churches, and one 
group was able to do their program for the 
youth group of the church. We were 
scheduled to leave Bombay on Monday 
afternoon, but found out that another 
school wanted us to come and visit them. 
So, Monday morning we packed in a 
hurry and ran off to one last meeting to 
share our faith and love. 
The overall experience has taught us 
that we could have a real impact in chil-
dren's lives just by reaching out to them 
through love. We feel changed by it 
because it has made us realize that God is 
with us everywhere we go and that he 
does love and care for us in everything we 
do. It has brought us closer to God. It also 
helped each one of us not to be ashamed 
of our faith and be willing to publicly 
share our faith. 
This was the first year that programs 
l ike th is have been put on in those 
schools. It is inspiring to know that we 
were some of the first to plant seeds in 
those ch i ld ren ' s hearts. There are 23 
schools in Bombay under the board of St. 
Xavier 's Schools. We reached four of 
those. There is plenty of opportunity for 
continued evangelism in these schools in 
Bombay, and in all of India. Both of us, 
Phil and Bonnie, look forward to our next 
opportunity to share our faith, and strong-
ly suggest that all of you look into the 
possibility of reaching out in your own 
community. There are literally billions of 
unreached people out there, and we can 
only grow and strengthen our faith when 
we are willing to share and help others. 
Philip (18) and Bonnie (17) are two of 
Dana and Judy Crider's four children. The 
Criders are Brethren in Christ missionaries on 
the staff of Woodstock School, Mussoorie, 
India. 
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od at work in our world 
"I will build my church 
and the gates of hell..." 
Alvin and Thata Book—Cagua, 
Venezuela 
Alvin and Thata Book, four years after 
completing their assignment in Cagua, 
Venezuela, returned to visit the church 
they planted as Brethren in Christ mis-
sionaries. The congregation went through 
some very difficult times. However, they 
are doing much better under the pastoral 
leadership of Johnny and Arlene Leon. 
Johnny is a seminary student studying in 
Maracay, some distance from Cagua. The 
plans are for the Leons to move to Corin-
sa (the area of the Cagua church). A 
house has been rented for them. 
A pre-school was started last October. 
The director, Sandra Silvio, is giving very 
effective leadership. Their permit allows 
15 pupils; they have 14 enrolled at this 
time. As they become accustomed to the 
one- to three-year olds, they will apply 
for permission to add to their program. 
The school is gaining the respect of the 
community. 
Alvin and Thata were welcomed with 
a fellowship evening their first evening in 
Corinsa. They attended a Wednesday 
night prayer meeting, and cell groups on 
Thursday and Friday evenings. Alvin 
spoke at prayer meeting and at the Sunday 
morning service. The Books say, "We 
like the way Pastor Johnny and Arlene 
lead the services and relate to the people. 
After four years away, it was good to see 
our people again." 
Highlights from Nepal 
Reported by John Sider—India 
The Nepa lese Bre thren in Chris t 
church dedicated a lovely church building 
in the village of Hatibanda. The building 
was built with funds from the New Vision 
Brethren in Christ Fellowship in Wauke-
sha, Wisconsin. People came from Breth-
ren in Christ churches from other villages. 
Those gathered for the dedication num-
bered at least 150. They normally have 60 
on a Sunday morning. Jack McClane, 
executive director of Brethren in Christ 
World Missions, preached the dedicatory 
sermon. 
Following the dedication, Shem Lai 
and Hannah Hembrom dedicated their 
four-month-old son Sudanand. Then can-
didates for baptism came forward for 
examination prior to their baptism in the 
small river near the village. Shem Lai 
Hembrom and Deepak Shrestha baptized 
23 adult believers, half of them young 
people. Tribal groups represented were 
Santals (14), Uranons (6), Thardu (2), and 
Shah (1). 
The young man (Shah) is a 23-year-
old bank administrator in Biratnagar, 
Nepal. He has only a Bible and a song 
book. 
Getting to the village was an "experi-
ence," using paths that were intended for 
ox carts, bicycles, and people on foot, but 
not for jeeps. Dust poured into the jeep. 
The river close to the village presented a 
challenge. No road bridge, but a foot 
bridge with many planks missing and a 
broken beam, but we crossed it! 
The Brethren in Christ Church is the 
largest church in eastern Nepal and is well 
known. At Christmas they organized a 
procession through the city of Biratna-
gar—the second largest city in Nepal. 
Banners, posters, and candles were car-
ried through the streets, making a positive 
witness. The group started at the Brethren 
in Christ church with about 50 and ended 
up with 100 by the time the march con-
cluded. A short message was given. 
This is a remarkable event, given the 
fact that until recently Christians were 
subject to imprisonment in Nepal, often 
on rather slight pretexts, and Hinduism 
was the only religion allowed. 
God is an awesome God 
Bob and Carol Geiger—Bogota, 
Colombia 
The Geigers closed a letter to their 
supporters with the following account: 
After becoming a Christian, Patricia 
began her climb out of a life of sin. Jesus 
Christ was becoming the Lord of her life 
and Patricia was showing signs of leader-
ship potential when Satan zeroed in on 
her. Patricia reverted to her street life for 
a couple of weeks. Sonia Valencia, the 
national church leader, couldn't contact 
her. She had no idea of the whereabouts 
of her best potential disciple. But she 
knew that Patricia was up to no good! 
continued on page 14 
Centennial Tours of Africa 
Sponsored by Brethren in Christ Historical Society 
and Brethren in Christ World Missions 
Have you reserved your place on the centennial tours of 
Brethren in Christ points of interest in Zambia and 
Zimbabwe? There are only a few spots still available. 
Former Zambia and Allegheny 
Conference bishop Frank Kipe will 
be leading the first group, 
traveling June 15-July 2, 1997. 
Brethren in Christ historian and 
archivist E. Morris Sider will lead 
the second tour, traveling August 
16-September 2, 1998. This tour 
group will have the opportunity of 
celebrating the Brethren in Christ 
World Missions Centennial with 
the Zimbabwe Church at its 1998 
General Conference. If you are 
interested, please contact 
E. Morris Sider now, at Messiah 
College, Grantham, Pa. 17027. 
3 l 
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God at work... 
continued from page 13 
As Satan would have it, Patricia was 
back with her old gang, stealing on the 
streets. But our God is an awesome God; 
he has a way of accomplishing his will. 
The last purse (pocketbook) Patricia stole 
she opened by herself, and wouldn't share 
the c o n t e n t s wi th a n y b o d y — e x c e p t 
Sonia. She came back broken, crying, and 
repentant for having gone back out on the 
streets. There wasn't any money or docu-
ments inside the purse, but it did contain 
something far more valuable. It was a 
New Testament and a number of tracts. 
In that moment, Patricia knew that 
God was talking to her, calling her to 
come back to him. She came to Sonia for 
restoration. 
Friends, I know that only happens 
because of intercession. Without your 
prayers, we wouldn't be nearly as effec-
tive. That lady who was out on the street 
sharing the gospel will never know this 
side of eternity what her obedience meant 
to one little lost lamb, but I thank God for 
her. Many times, I think that most of you 
will never understand how significant 
your prayers have been in this ministry. 
But I thank you for standing with us and 
helping us to reach little ones like Patricia 
who, without God, would be totally lost in 
a dark and evil world. 
Some reflections 
Lee and Ann Winger—Bangkok, 
Thailand 
After a year in Bangkok, Thailand, the 
Wingers share the following: 
We thank the Lord for his presence 
with us throughout this experience. His 
strength and love have sustained us and 
he has given us peace about our decision. 
(The Wingers returned early from a their 
assignment.) God has given us a better 
understanding of his power and love 
through the events of this past year. We 
have learned much about missionary life, 
life in Thailand, and life in general. We 
have experienced aspects of God's Word, 
where before we had just read it and 
thought we understood. We have wit-
nessed physical and spiritual poverty in 
greater depths. We have seen people sold 
out to a false religion. We have lived in a 
society where every aspect is linked to 
that religion. We have seen the gods of 
money and social status more clearly. Not 
only are people's houses surrounded by 
walls and barbed wire, but so are their 
souls. Evil spirits are worshipped and 
feared. Yet, in all of this we find a loving 
Thai Christian community. 
Worshipping the Lord with our Thai 
brothers and sisters has been an encour-
aging experience. Yes, it has been diffi-
cult to understand any of the words sung 
or spoken. But to witness the love, devo-
tion, and reverence of these brothers and 
sisters to the Lord is indeed inspiring and 
challenging. Their love for us has made 
us feel a part of their family despite the 
language barrier. The fruit of love is 
indeed evident, and it is love, more than 
anything else, that will win Thais to 
Christ. 
When we love as the Father and Son, 
we will be one, as they are one; then will 
the world believe that God has sent Jesus. 
Let us pray that God will do this in our 
hearts and the hearts of our brothers and 
sisters throughout the world, "for it is God 
who works in you both to will and to act 
accordingly" (Philippians 2:13). Thanks 
be to God for his unspeakable love!" • 
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The Missions 
Sewing Auxiliary has 
been arranging for felt 
worldless books to be 
made as an evange-
lism tool for use in 
Honduras. The Eber-
hards sent the 
enclosed letter to be 
used as a "thank-you" 
to the makers of the 
booklets. However, 
many books were 
made and acknowl-
edgements sent before 
we received this letter. 
If possible, we 
would appreciate your 
printing the enclosed 
in an issue of the Visi-
tor. That way, those 
who were thanked 
before will have an 
opportunity to see it. 
A. Ruth Lehman 
MSA Secretary 
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MENNONITE WORLD CONFERENCE 
India 1997 Program: 
Hearing the Spirit 
by Marcus Shantz 
With fewer than nine months to go 
before Mennonite World Conference 
gathers in India, program planning is well 
underway, reports Executive Secretary 
Larry Miller. But while arranging speak-
ers and organizing sessions are high pri-
ority items, Assembly planners world-
wide are also working to create opportu-
ni t ies for f a c e - t o - f a c e , one -on -one 
encounters. 
"At Calcutta, the program itself will 
be full and varied," said Miller, "but 
we're also trying to develop an environ-
ment where people can meet each other 
informally, face-to-face. These personal 
encounters will be a great opportunity for 
participants to learn from each other and 
develop links—and maybe in the long run 
they are at least as important as the formal 
sessions we are planning. Hopefully, we 
can be transformed and renewed in the 
process of meeting each other." 
A time for tea 
Forums for these face-to-face meet-
ings will include morning and afternoon 
tea breaks in small groups, Bible study, 
cf 
1997 
The Basic Facts 
• The Mennonite World Confer-
ence Assembly—India 1997—will 
meet in Calcutta, India, January 6-
12, 1997. That event is ca l led 
"Assembly Gathered." 
• Attendees are invited to visit in 
Mennonite and Brethren in Christ 
congregations and homes through-
out India either before or after the 
meeting in Calcutta. That is called 
"Assembly Scattered." 
• Persons are encouraged to 
attend India 1997 as representatives 
of their congregations. 
and the Global Church Village—an out-
door area featuring booths, displays and 
activities from Anabaptist-Mennonite 
churches around the world. 
Afternoon sessions will include gath-
erings of youth, women, pastors, and rep-
resentatives of congregations. Participants 
will also be able to meet various Chris-
tians who live in Calcutta, and may have 
the opportunity to visit some of their 
workplaces. 
Assembly Scattered will provide addi-
tional opportunities for close encounters. 
Local churches throughout India will host 
small groups of interested participants. 
Depending on the preference of host 
churches, these groups will be hosted for 
several days before or after Assembly 
Gathered in Calcutta, January 6-12,1997. 
A time for work 
According to Miller, Assembly Gath-
ered will also be a "working assembly" 
that will include sessions of the Menno-
nite World Conference General Council, 
Faith and Life Council and Peace Coun-
cil. Each of the councils is made up of 
delegates appointed by member churches, 
but all sess ions—including General 
Council meetings—will be open to inter-
ested observers. 
Among other business, General Coun-
cil will decide how to distribute the Glob-
al Church Sharing Fund, a resource of 
$US 1 million. Money for the fund, set up 
to assist national churches worldwide, 
was contributed by Mennonite Central 
Committee and Mennonite Mutual Aid, 
both headquartered in North America. 
Miller looks forward to that discus-
sion. "The decision of how to allocate the 
Fund will be made by the General Coun-
cil—an international body that represents 
all Mennonite World Conference member 
churches—rather than a North American 
or European committee. It 's an experi-
ment in international decision-making. It 
will also be a test of our spirituality—in 
the New Testament, few activities are 
more spiritual than deciding what to do 
with money!" 
A time for worship 
In Calcutta, each day's program will 
focus on the life of the church on a par-
ticular continent. Services will reflect the 
Assembly's theme, "Hear what the Spir-
it is saying to the churches." 
"Daily worship together will be a 
chance to listen to the experience of 
churches worldwide," says Miller. "We 
will hear each other's stories, and learn 
something about the unique issues that 
churches face in different regions. It will 
be a setting in which individual partici-
pants can move outside of their cultural 
boundaries and live together for one week 
as a global church." 
As Assembly hosts, the Indian church-
es will plan the opening and closing wor-
ship services. In between, daily worship 
and other sessions are being developed 
by planning groups on five continents. 
"One of the goals of the Assembly in Cal-
cutta is to give the churches on each con-
tinent the opportunity and freedom to help 
set the agenda," explained Miller. "As 
continued on page 16 
India 1997: 
Assembly Gathered 
January 6-12, 1997 
Monday afternoon, January 6 
Registration, Welcoming Session, 
and Festive Meal 
Daily Focus (8:30 a.m.-7:30 p.m.) 
Tues., Jan. 7 . . 
Wed., Jan. 8 . . 
Thurs., Jan. 9 . 
Fri., Jan. 10 . . 
Sat., Jan. 11 . . 
. Europe 
. North America 
. Asia 
. Africa 
. Latin America 
Working Meetings 
MWC Faith and Life Council 
MWC Peace Council 
MWC General Council 
plus many other gatherings of 
women, youth, pastors, and 
congregational representatives 
Sunday Morning, January 12 
Closing Worship and Farewell 
Dinner 
Registration forms for India 1997 
have been distributed to congrega-
tions. For a registration form or more 
information, contact the Mennonite 
World Conference office at 50 Kent 
Ave., Kitchener, ON N2G 3R1. Phone 
(519) 571-0060; fax (519) 571-1980. 
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"Hearing the Spirit..." 
continued from page 15 
such, we felt that it was important for 
continental committees to share the 
responsibility for programming, rather 
than relying on one centralized planning 
group." 
A time for flexibility 
This "decentra l ized" approach to 
schedule and program may require an 
adjustment in expectations for North 
American and European visitors. Final 
program information may not be avail-
able until September or October of 
1996—just a few months before the 
Assembly. 
Reflected Miller, "We in the West are 
used to having conference schedules in 
hand well in advance. We like to know 
what's going on ahead of time. As we 
prepare for India 1997, we will need to 
adjust ourselves mentally, culturally, and 
chronologically. The timetable will be 
more flexible than we are accustomed to. 
And it may be that allowing ourselves 
this kind of freedom and spontaneity will 
enable us to 'hear the spirit' more clear-
ly.... We might not fully understand what 
happened at India 1997 until it's over and 
everyone has gone home." 
Miller predicts the city of Calcutta 
itself will have an impact on the Assem-
bly. "Most people—especially people 
from wealthier countries—cannot come 
to Calcutta without being struck by the 
number of people who have little materi-
al security. The environment, sounds, and 
smells will have an impact on visitors, 
and on the proceedings of our meetings. 
It's inevitable." 
Miller, like many others, believes that 
this impact can be very positive if visitors 
pay attention to the people of Calcutta. 
"I have found it helpful in my visits to 
focus on the people I meet, and their 
faces. You realize that despite apparently 
difficult circumstances, many people radi-
ate beauty, grace, and friendliness. Many 
who live in Calcutta have sorted out what 
is essential in life and what is not. For 
me, these people, their faces, and their 
lives are a source of hope and strength." 
Marcus Shantz (Canada) is a special proj-
ects volunteer with Mennonite World Confer-
ence in the Strasbourg (France) office. 
Brethren in Christ 
1 9 9 7 VISION CALENDAR 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
CONTEST 
Denominational Vision: 250 Growing, Discipling, 
and sending Congregations by A.D. 2000 
First Prize: $50.00 and cover location 
Second Prize: $25.00 
Third Prize (11 photos): $10.00 
Photographs will be selected by a panel on the basis of: 
a. Technical Quality 
b. Creativity 
c. Representation of one or more areas of emphasis of 
the denominational vision 
Rules of the contest: 
a. Color slides or prints 
b. Put your name and address on each entry 
c. Maximum of four entries per photographer 
d. Photographs must be horizontal format 
DEADLINE IS JUNE 18 , 1 9 9 6 
Send entries to: 
BIC V i s i o n P h o t o C o n t e s t 
Evangel Press 
2000 Evangel Way, P. O. Box 189 
Nappanee, IN 46550 
N o t e : Submission of a photograph(s) in the contest implies that the 
entrant owns the photograph(s) and, if selected as a winner, gives autho-
rization to Evangel Press to print the photograph (s) in the 1997 BIC 
Vision Calendar. Evangel Press assumes no responsibility for the return 




Work on the 1997 Family 
Activity Calendar is under-
way. Persons and organiza-
tions with events and 
memos to be listed in the 
calendar should submit them 
no later than June 1 to: 
Board for Media Ministries 
Evangel Press 
Attn: Ken Herman 
P.O. Box 189 
Nappanee, IN 46550 
Phone (800) 253-9315 
Thanks for your 
cooperation. 
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General Conference Information 
The deadline for registration is near: 
June 1. The January issue of the Evan-
gelical Visitor contained the registration 
form insert. Ask your pastor for extra 
copies. 
Those who need transportation from 
the Ontario airport should be sure to 
fill out and send in FORM B to Chris 
Taylor. The Tuesday afternoon regis-
tration form should be sent to Ron 
Thomas, Alta Loma, Calif., along with 
payment for those activities. The main 
registration form, FORM A, should be 
sent to the registrar by June 1. A separate 
form should be filled out for each man, 
woman, and child attending General Con-
ference, including those commuting from 
their homes. The only exceptions are 
those attending evening sessions only. 
Registration at conference will be on 
Friday evening, June 28, from 6:00 to 
9:00 p.m., and on Saturday morning from 
8:00 to 9:30 a.m. You will save time in 
the registration line if you send your pay-
ment to Barb Heinemann ahead of time. 
All persons, including those in pre-con-
ference sessions, will register for Gener-
al Conference at the above times. 
Please note: To order the package meal 
plans, you must use at least the minimum 
amount of meals required (ten for the 
two-meal plan or fifteen for the three-
meal plan.) If meals from these plans are 
not used, we cannot reimburse you for 
the missed meals. Please do not ask for 
this, as we cannot consider any excep-
tions. 
The first business session will convene 
at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, June 29. Some 
very important items of business will be 
considered in that opening session, and 
all members of Conference are expected 
to be present. All voting members should 
plan to attend all business sessions unless 
excused by the General Secretary or the 
Moderator. 
You will be able to check into your 
room upon arrival. Those arriving at 
unusual hours should be sure to check in 
with the Azusa Pacific University Cam-
pus Sa fe ty O f f i c e ins ide the main 
entrance of Adams Hall. Someone is 
available at this office 24 hours a day and 
will be able to let you into your room. 
Parents who will be having children 
sleeping on the floor of their rooms, be 
sure to bring bedding. Linens will not be 
available for children sleeping on the 
floor. 
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When you check into your room, 
check carefully for broken or missing fur-
nishings and report such within 24 hours 
to the Assistant Convention Director, Rod 
Musser. This is very important. 
If you find it necessary to cancel a paid 
registration, full refunds will be made if 
the cancellation is made to the registrar by 
June 21. No refunds after June 22 except 
in emergencies. Because of postal delays, 
please make any cancellations after June 
10 by phone. 
The sessions for "Narnia" are filling 
up nicely. This play promises to be a 
highlight at Conference. Set designs, 
backgrounds, costumes, rehearsal rentals, 
light rentals, etc., all cost money. To help 
defray these costs, a donation of $5.00 
per person will be appreciated. Containers 
will be placed at the exits to collect your 
donations. 
Please note the fees for child care 
(ages 0-4) $12.50, children's activities 
(5-12) $12.50, and the youth activities 
(12 and up) $40.00. A full program is 
being planned for the children and 
youth and thus the need for the fees. 
Children's activities will coincide with 
General Conference business sessions. 
Check the April issue of the Visitor for 
details on these programs. 
Table rental for exhibi t areas is 
$25.00 per 8-foot table needed. Make 
your request to the Convention Director. 
Please indicate any need of an electric 
outlet. Make your check or money order 
in U.S. funds payable to "General Con-
ference." 
Permanent seating will be assigned for 
all voting members of General Confer-
ence in the Saturday morning session. 
You will be able to mark the seat where 
you wish to sit prior to the first session, 
either Friday evening or Saturday morn-
ing. 
For more information, check previous 
issues of the Visitor, starting with Jan-
uary 1996. Or, for registration questions, 
contact Martha Rickman, Registrar, at 
(717) 697-2634 between 8:30 and 5:00. 
For all other questions, contact the Con-
vention Director, Ken Mark, 304 Berk-
shire Rd., Mechanicsburg, Pa 17055. 
Phone (717) 766-0403. You may leave a 
recorded message. Or contact him by e-
mail (KMARK@MESSIAH.EDU). 
Juan Carlos Ortiz to 
speak Wednesday at 
General Conference 
Dr. Juan Carlos Ortiz will be the guest 
speaker for the closing worship and final 
public session of the 1996 General Con-
ference, to be held Wednesday, July 3, at 
7:00 p.m. 
A native of Buenos Aires, Argentina, 
Dr. Ortiz has served as an evangelist, pas-
tor, and Bible teacher in Latin America. 
He was a principal speaker at the 1974 
Lausanne Congress on Evangelization, 
and has written numerous books, includ-
ing Call to Discipleship, Cry of the 
Human Heart, This Gospel Will Be 
Preached, Living With Jesus Today, and 
God Is Closer Than You Think. 
Since 1990, Dr. Ortiz has been Pastor 
of the Hispanic Ministry at the Crystal 
Cathedral and the "Hour of Power" in 





T h e A i r Hi l l c o n g r e g a t i o n , 
Chambersburg, Pa., reports that their 
youth group raised $1255 for World 
Vision from their participation in the 
r e c e n t 3 0 - H o u r F a m i n e . • T h e 
Antr im congregation, Chambers-
burg, hosted a Mar. 31 Brethren in 
Christ festival of choirs culminating 
with a combined performance of the 
"Hallelujah Chorus." • The youth 
of the Chambersburg church at-
tended a Menno Haven outreach 
program on Mar. 23. • Angela Dick 
spoke about Russia on Mar. 17 to 
grades 1-6 of the Sunday school of 
the Fairview Ave. church, Waynes-
boro, Pa. • The Five Forks church, 
Waynesboro, had teacher training 
on Mar . 12 with Gladys Gorman 
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John Yeat ts wil l p reach. 
Dav id Brubaker wil l lead 
s inging. 
For more information, contact 
Isaiah B. Harley, 561 Messiah Vil-
lage, Mechanicsburg, PA 17055. 
T o o l s . " • M a r c h w a s S u n d a y 
s choo l p r o m o t i o n m o n t h at the 
Hollowell church, Waynesboro, on 
the theme "Faithful and Fruitful." 
Mar. 10 was Children 's Day with 
v e n t r i l o q u i s t S t e v e E n g l e . Ron 
Susek led revival meetings Mar. 17-
20 for the congregation. 
F o r m e r pas to r J a m e s L e s h e r 
spoke Mar. 17 to the Iron Springs 
congregation, Fairfield, Pa. • The 
M o w e r s v i l l e , Pa. , c o n g r e g a t i o n 
recently honored Edgar and Annie 
Grove for 50 years of nearly perfect 
Sunday school attendance. A cele-
bration dinner was held recently 
with Ed Rickman and the Harvest 
Time Reapers singers. • The Mt. 
Rock church, Shippensburg, Pa., 
began a Sunday school video series 
Mar. 3 cal led "Roots to G r o w — 
Wings to Fly" by Bob Kraning. • 
The youth of the South Mountain 
congregation, Shippensburg, attend-
ed the Mar. 19 Carmen concert in 
Hershey. The annual hoagie sale 
was Mar. 26-27. 
Atlantic Conference 
On Mar. 3 Nathan King recited 
the entire book of Revelat ion by 
memory for the Cross Roads con-
gregation, Mount Joy, Pa. • Doug 
Sider led renewal services Mar. 17-
19 for the Fairland church, Cleona, 
Pa. • Connie Hoffman presented a 
mini-seminar Apr. 21 on "Influenc-
ing Our Kids for Chr i s t " for the 
Free Grace congregation, Millers-
burg. Pa. • On Mar. 1 the Hemp-
field congregation, Lancaster, Pa., 
began double services. The Prime 
Time Kids are collecting pennies for 
the building fund, with $300 already 
r a i sed . • M o s e s S a k u n d a f r o m 
Kenya , on staff at Locus t Grove 
Mennon i t e School , spoke at the 
Mar. 24 Vision in Action meeting 
of the Lancaster church. 
During the Mar. 16 men's break-
fast of the Manor church, Mount-
vil le, Pa. , Pas tors Ke lchner and 
Funk shared about their trip to the 
Promise Keepers clergy conference. 
The single adults of the church pro-
vided care for 50 children Mar. 23 to 
raise money for their missions trip. 
• The quiz team of the Millersville, 
Pa., church raised funds by selling 
peanut butter eggs recently. • Three 
persons were baptized Mar. 10 into 
the fellowship of the Montoursville, 
Pa., church. • The senior choir of 
the New Covenant church, Quak-
ertown. Pa., presented the musical, 
"Stations of the Cross" on Mar. 31. 
The youth of the N e w H o p e 
church, Harrisburg, Pa„ had a retreat 
M a r . 2 9 - 3 0 wi th s p e a k e r J e r r y 
Meadows f rom Harrisburg Youth 
for Christ speaking on the theme, 
" G e t a L i f e . " • T h e N e w J o y 
church, Akron, Pa., had a Mar. 10, 
17, and 24 series called "Angels, 
Angels, Angels." On Mar. 24 the 
congregation planned roller skating 
with the Summit View church, New 
Holland, Pa. • During February, the 
Jr. Worship children and leaders of 
the Palmyra, Pa., church gave $885 
to the MPF chi ldren 's project for 
Spain. Stephanie Schell is the new 
part-time Christian education staff 
person. 
The youth of the Refton, Pa., 
church hosted a Mar. 24 "spaghetti 
s l u r p " as a f u n d - r a i s i n g e v e n t . 
"Communicating With Your Kids" 
was the theme of the women's meet-
ing Mar. 21 led by the Healthy Par-
enting Coalition. • The Silverdale. 
Pa., church now has a site on the 
World Wide Web, including infor-
mation on the church and denomi-
nation: schedules of events, history 
of the congregation, links to other 
Christ ian sites, and more . Pastor 
Bergey is the Webmas te r . • On 
Apr. 6, Jay Peiffer of Y W A M spoke 
and showed a video to the youth of 
the Skyl ine View congrega t ion , 
Harrisburg, Pa., planning to go on a 
missions trip. 
Canadian Conference 
On Mar. 3 Ken Abell was guest 
s p e a k e r f o r the B e r t i e c h u r c h , 
Stevensville, Ont. • The youth of 
the Bridlewood congregation, Agin-
court, Ont., planned a paint ball out-
ing for Mar. 8. • The Cross Roads 
church, Guelph, Ont., participated 
in the 50-Day Spiritual Adventure 
in February and March. • Pastor 
Topp ing of the F o r d w i c h , Ont . , 
church has been planning numerous 
activities to bolster the youth group. 
• A representative f rom Promise 
Keepers spoke at the Mar. 9 Pace-
setter's Men ' s Ministry breakfast at 
the Oak Ridges, Ont., church. • On 
Mar. 28 the women of the Port Col-
borne. Ont., church had a night out 
with speaker Sharon Whissell. 
Gues t speaker for the Mar . 3 
love feast of the Rosebank congre-
gation, Petersburg, Ont., was Gor-
don Gi lmore . • The Sherkston. 
Ont., church hosted a Mar. 29-31 
m i s s i o n s c o n f e r e n c e w i th P h i l 
Keefer, John and Esther Spurrier, 
and A1 and Thata Book. • Robert 
Leadley spoke to attenders of the 
Mar. 10 M e n ' s Network '96 lun-
c h e o n of the S p r i n g v a l e , On t . , 
church. • The Upper Oaks church, 
Oakville, Ont., heard a recent ser-
mon series on "Why Should I Be 
Part of a Church?" • Pastor Mike 
Wright and his wife and two young 
C A L E N D A R 
OF REGIONAL AND GENERAL CONFERENCE EVENTS 
Board meetings are held at Grantham, Pa., unless otherwise noted. For 
more information, contact the denominational office, P.O. Box 290, 
Grantham, Pa. 17027; phone (717) 697-2634. 
May 11 Messiah College Commencement 
June 26-27 Beulah/Upland College & Academy 
Reunion (Upland, Calif.) 
June 29-July 3 General Conference (Azusa, Calif.) 
Sept. 27-28 "An Aging Church in an Aging Society" 
Study Conference—Messiah Village, 
Mechanicsburg, Pa. 
P E A C E A N D J U S T I C E D I R E C T O R 
Mennonite Central Committee is seeking applicants for MCC 
U.S. Peace and Justice Director based in Akron, Pa. This 3-year 
position is available July 1996. Qualifications include a com-
mitment to Christian faith, active church membership, and non-
violent peacemaking. Bachelor's degree required. Applicants 
should have strong leadership, management, and communication 
skills, and a capacity for biblical/theological reflection from an 
Anabaptist perspective on current peace and justice issues. Some 
travel required. 
Interested persons in the United States contact Dwight 
McFadden, 21 South Street, P.O. Box 500, Akron, PA 17501-
0500, phone (717) 859-1151. In Canada contact MCC Canada 
Personnel, 134 Plaza Drive, Winnipeg, MB R3T 5K9, phone 
(204) 261-6381. Applications due May 13, 1996. 
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people from the Wainfleet, Ont., 
church participated Mar. 1-9 in a 
missions trip to Venezuela and Mex-
ico. Rev. Alf Rees led renewal ser-
vices Mar. 24-27. • Nine persons 
were baptized Mar. 10 into the fel-
lowship of the Westheights church, 
Ki tchener , Ont . Mayor Richard 
Christy spoke to approximately 60 
men at a recent "uplift and outreach" 
breakfast. 
Central Conference 
The clubs kids of the Amherst 
church , Mass i l lon , Ohio , had a 
"winter beach party" Mar. 27 in the 
church basement. • Dana Crider, 
missionary to India at Woodstock 
School, was the Mar. 10 morning 
speaker for the Christian Union 
congregation, Garrett, Ind. Pastor 
Climenhaga recently returned from 
teaching a course called "Biblical 
Theology of Mission" at Mennonite 
Brethren Biblical Seminary. • The 
Morrison. 111., church raised over 
$400 in a special March offering for 
the Victory Center. Bishop Byers 
visited on Mar. 3. 
On Mar. 4 Henry Ginder spoke 
to the Nappanee, Ind., church on 
"Our Church for Our Time." • The 
Northgate fellowship, Tipp City, 
Oh io , e n j o y e d a c a r r y - i n meal 
together on Mar. 31. • On Mar. 17 
the Pleasant Hill, Ohio, church 
began a series on "Building Your 
Marriage." • Dan Glick was guest 
s p e a k e r fo r the S i p p o V a l l e y 
church, Massillon, Ohio, on Mar. 
31. 
Midwest Conference 
The Abilene, Kan., church host-
ed junior quizzing on Mar. 24. • 
The men 's basketball team of the 
Bethany congregat ion, Thomas, 
Okla., won the Corn Bible Academy 
Invitational Tourney for the f if th 
straight year. The youth went ski-
ing in Colorado Mar. 4-8. • The 
Hope Choir performed for the wo-
men of the Rosebank church, Hope, 
Kan., at their Mar. 23 prayer break-
fast. The youth hosted a pancake 
and sausage community breakfast 
/brunch fundraiser on Mar. 30. • 
The leaders of the Zion church, Abi-
lene, attended a retreat Mar. 22-23 at 
Living Water Ranch with Bishop 
Brubaker. 
Pacific Conference 
On Mar. 3 the Chino, Calif. , 
church hosted a concert by the Born 
Again Bluegrass Band. • On Mar. 
10 and 17 the film "John Wycliffe: 
Morningstar of the Reformation" 
was shown to the youth and adult 
Sunday school classes of the Pacif-
ic Highway congregation, Salem, 
Ore. • On Mar. 23, 24 the Upland, 
Calif., church presented the musical 
" M i r a c l e s " wr i t t en by Benna 
Munger. • The Walnut, Calif. , 
church had their eighth annual seder 
and footwashing services on Apr. 4. 
Dramas in the March services were 
portrayals of Jairus's daughter and 
Martha, the sister of Lazarus and 
Mary. 
Southeast Conference 
The youth group of the High-
land Park church, Dublin, Va., held 
a spaghetti lunch Mar. 3 to raise 
money for YouthQuest '96. Pastor 
Blouse was in jail on Mar. 12. His 
bail went to benefit the Muscular 
Dystrophy Foundation. • The chil-
dren and youth of the Millerfield's 
church, Columbia, Ky., gave pro-
grams on Easter Day. A "30 pieces 
of silver" offering went to the build-
ing fund. • Mary Olive Lady spoke 
Mar. 17 to the Winchester, Va., 
congregation. 
Susquehanna Conference 
The Big Valley congregation, 
Belleville, Pa., had an Easter sun-
rise service on top of a mountain 
with Rev. Bruce Grove, speaker, 
and the Glory Bound Quartet. The 
church held revival services Apr. 
14-21 with J.D. Smith from South 
Carolina. • TV weatherman Chuck 
Rhodes was the speaker at the Mar. 
21 men and boys' night out for the 
Carlisle, Pa., church. • Teams from 
the Cedar Grove church , Mi f -
flintown, Pa., participated in basket-
ball, bowling, table tennis, and vol-
leyball at the Mar. 9-16 Messiah 
College sports tournament. • On 
Mar. 17, Steve Engle and "Dusty 
and Co." gave a puppet program for 
the Colyer church, Centre Hall, Pa. 
• Two persons were baptized and 
11 received as members in March 
at the Dillsburg, Pa., church. The 
Jacobs Bros, sang in the Mar. 10 ser-
vice. 
T h e F a i r v i e w c h u r c h , New 
Cumberland, Pa., recently added 
two bathrooms, a dining room, and 
shop to the parsonage. • The Han-
over, Pa., church began a six-week 
membership class on Mar. 3. The 
New Dimensions were in concert 
M a r . 24. • Peter W a g n e r was 
scheduled to speak in the Apr. 28 
morning services of the Mechan-
icsburg. Pa., church. • The Messi-
ah Village church, Mechanicsburg, 
took in nine new members on Mar. 
24. • Area churches came out in 
force (185-strong) to help with the 
Phone's for You campaign of the 
New Life church, Carlisle, Pa. Out 
of 15,350 households called, 990 
were willing to receive information 
about the Palm Sunday grand open-
ing service. (Service attendance has 
not yet been reported.) 
E.V. Timelines 
100 Years Ago 
May 1, 1896—George Detwiler, writing from Sherk-
ston, Ontario, on evangelistic meetings he conducted in 
Michigan and Ontario: "It would be very gratifying if 
large results could be reported, and there might be some 
of self, connected with the rejoicing. I have come to feel 
more concerned that those who 'make a start' should 
come to a real experience and 'follow on to know the 
Lord' in obedience and the consecrated life, than exulting 
over a large number who 'stand up' or 'ask the prayers of 
God's people' without real contrition of heart." 
75 Years Ago 
May 9, 1921—V. L. Stump editorialized: "The Society 
of Friends is making an earnest effort to interest all 
Churches and Christians to do their utmost at this time to 
bring about disarmament.... We stand in favor of disar-
mament at any price, but we are not overly sanguine in 
the hope that the day of disarmament is to dawn at once. 
The world has not yet learned its lesson sufficiently well 
enough for this...." 
50 Years Ago 
May 20, 1946—Jesse W. Hoover editorialized: "It was 
no mere poetic dreaming which evoked the proverb from 
the lips of our Lord, 'They that take the sword shall per-
ish by the sword.' History has proved it true repeatedly. 
Nations fall beneath the weight of their own militaristic 
policies... Our own beloved nation is now in the midst of 
a decision concerning its longer range policy. The mili-
tarists are doing all in their power to force upon us a per-
manent militaristic regime. Heretofore the nation has 
relied more upon the policy of building confidence and 
goodwill among the nations. What this change in empha-
sis will mean in the future we can only surmise by a 
comparison with the nations of the past...." 
25 Years Ago 
May 10, 1971—Noting that the auditorium/gymnasi-
um on the campus of Niagara Christian College had been 
totally destroyed by fire on April 15, Editor John Zercher 
urged members of the Brethren in Christ Church across 
Canada and the United States to contribute toward its 
rebuilding. In the May 25 issue, he reported that the 
Board of Administration had authorized a special fund 
drive of $35,000. 
10 Years Ago 
May~ 1986—Seven articles (over 2/3 of the issue) 
focused on the problem of pornography and the church's 
response. In introducing the issue, the editor wrote: 
"Susan was about six, and had come home from playing 
with two sisters—friends she had made at school. 'What 
did you do this afternoon?' we asked. 'Well, we were 
looking at their dad's copies of Playboy,' she answered. 
In a sense, I started working on this issue of the Visitor 
that afternoon, some five years ago." 
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A consecration service on New 
Year 's Eve marked the beginning of 
the New Song church planting, a 
spin-off of the Mechanicsburg con-
gregation targeting the Silver Spring 
t o w n s h i p . D a v i d B a r n e t t is the 
senior pastor and Kenneth Lehman 
is the associate pastor. Currently the 
c h u r c h is m e e t i n g on S a t u r d a y 
evenings in the "mother church" and 
is researching possible locations for 
a meeting place in Silver Springs 
township. • Martha Burton spoke 
on "Falls Are Not Fatal" at the Mar. 
22-24 women ' s retreat of the Red-
land Valley church, York Haven, 
Pa. • The West Shore congrega-
tion, Mechanicsburg, has begun a 
men 's small group meeting once a 
month using Promise Keepers mate-
rials. 
Correspondents: Did you get 
caught not looking at the calen-
dar for this month's submissions 
(since the last day of the month 
was a Sunday)? Remember, news 
is due in our office on the first day 




A k e r s h o e k : Kai la Miche l l e , 
Mar. 8; Will and Eileen Akershoek, 
Port Colborne congregation, Ont. 
Bashore: Emily Elizabeth, Feb. 
18; Mike and Beth (Byers) Bashore, 
Elizabethtown congregation. Pa. 
Bowers: Alison Lee. Feb. 23; 
Rick and Tammy Bowers-Wilhelm, 
Goldvien, Va. 
Bryan: Kaiden Lewis, Mar. 16; 
Steve and Angela (Fisher) Bryan, 
Elizabethtown congregation. Pa. 
Bryant: Haley Paige, Feb. 14; 
Jodi and Jennifer Bryant, Miller-
f ie ld 's congregation, Ky. 
Burd: Alyssa Hope, Mar. 15; 
Tony and Hope (Diffenderfer) Burd, 
Cedar Grove congregation, Pa. 
Donner: Luke Benjamin, Feb. 
29; Bill and Janet Donner, Walnut 
Valley congregation, Calif. 
Geary: Victor Joel , Mar . 15; 
Joel and Carol Geary, Cross Roads 
congregation. Pa. 
Habecker: Heather Leigh, Mar. 
25; Neil and Lynda (Drawbaugh) 
Habecker. Manor congregation. Pa. 
Helfrick: Andrea Nicole, July 
24 , 1995 ; D a l l a s a n d R e b e k a h 
(Long) Helfrick, Montgomery con-
gregation. Pa. 
Herr: Allison Michelle. Mar. 7; 
Ronald Jr. and Michelle (Henry) 
Herr, Pequea congregation, Pa. 
Herr: Kayla Renee, Mar. 21; 
Norman and Julie (Greider) Herr, 
Manor congregation, Pa. 
Ives: Nathan Robert , Mar . 7; 
Brian and Jacque (Ceremsak) Ives, 
Grantham congregation, Pa. 
Kough: Micah James, Feb. 26; 
Jeff and Adrienne (Merritt) Kough, 
Zion congregation, Kan. 
K w a m a n a K w e e n d a : J o r d a n 
E l i , F e b . 6; H e l i and M e l i s s a 
(Rush insk i ) K w a m a n a K w e e n d a , 
Elizabethtown congregation, Pa. 
Landis: Tyler Scott, Jan. 31; 
Mike and Trish (Hunsberger) Lan-
dis, New Covenant congregation. 
Pa. 
Leevy: Adaline Mabel, Feb. 7; 
G r e g and L i n d a (E rv in ) L e e v y , 
Montgomery congregation, Pa. 
Longenecker: Daniel Phi l ip , 
Feb. 13; Philip and Barbara Longe-
necker, New Joy congregation. Pa. 
McCleaf: Cory James, Feb. 14; 
S a m and J o d i ( C l e n d e n i n g ) 
McCleaf, South Mountain Chapel 
congregation. Pa. 
M c C o n n a u g h a y : K e n n e t h 
A n t h o n y , F e b . 14; B a b e t t e 
McConnaughay, Sippo Valley con-
gregation, Ohio. 
Myers: Kendra LeeAnn , Jan. 
11; Darrin and Marsha (Meyers) 
Myers, Montgomery congregation. 
Pa. 
Reinert: Lorena Ann, Feb. 15; 
John and Diana (Miller) Reinert , 
Chambersburg congregation. Pa. 





by W. Edward Rickman 
Her hand was in the cookie jar. She 
caught a glimpse of me around the cor-
ner and, not certain whether I had seen 
her act, quickly removed her hand and 
ran around the corner to me. With a 
questioning look on her face, she said, 
"Daddy, let me give you a hug and a 
kiss!" 
It was a welcome offering, but the 
offering was prompted by questionable 
motivations and attitudes. In essence, it 
could be explained as a self-serving 
offering. 
Very early in the history of mankind 
is an intriguing story of two offerings 
being brought to the Lord, but with 
vastly different and disastrous results. 
Cain and Abel were the first sons of 
Adam and Eve following their own 
catastrophic failure in stewardship 
which resulted in a curse and banish-
ment from the Garden of Eden. There 
are some very interesting questions 
about the actions of these first two chil-
dren born into our world. 
In Genesis 4 the birth of these young 
men is reported along with the 
announcement of their chosen means of 
livelihood. The very next thing reported 
is they each brought an offering to the 
Lord. This is amazing! Who taught 
them to give? Where did the concept of 
"an offering to the Lord" originate? 
What prompted these offerings? 
One thing is quite obvious: Adam 
and Eve and their family had developed 
a healthy respect for God and a vital 
awareness of his involvement in their 
lives. They had apparently learned some 
serious lessons in stewardship as well, 
since there is no other viable explana-
tion for their sons having learned to 
bring offerings to the Lord. However, 
this early historic offering has some 
very informative clues as to the way in 
which offerings become acceptable to 
the Lord. 
The type of offering presented 
Cain brought an offering of "the fruit 
of the ground." The essence of his 
offering was a "gratitude" or "thank 
offering" by which Cain gave evidence 
of his belief in God as the Lord of the 
universe and the dispenser of material 
and earthly blessings. But the Bible says 
God did not look with favor on Cain 's 
offering. There was something about 
the offering which did not meet God's 
expectations. 
Abel's offering was "of the firstfruits 
of his flock." It is believed by many 
scholars that Abel brought a thank 
offering just as Cain did, but in addition 
he also brought the "fat portions" or the 
best of the firstborn of his flock. By this 
additional offering he acknowledged 
Cooperative Ministries 
Rece ipts—Year to Date (U.S. only) 
January I - March 3 1 , 1 9 9 6 
1996 1995 
Proportionate 451 .839 496,658 
Congregat ional 424,010 490,441 
Individual 27,829 6,217 
Designated and 
Direct Giving 138.152 181.305 
Congregat ional 63,738 152,350 
Individual 74,414 28,955 
Total to Date 589.991 677.963 
Total Budget 3.781.056 4.091.643 
Received to Date 15.6% 16.6% 
Note: The 1996 column represents only the U.S. 
portion of the CM budget, whereas the 1995 
column included Canadian budget and giving. 
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14; Jeff and Tina Roberts, Miller-
field's congregation, Ky. 
Sauder : Bar ry III, Feb. 16; 
Barry and Juanita (Martin) Sauder, 
Conoy congregation, Pa. 
Scott: Rachel Kay, Feb. 28; 
John and Tina (Br i cke r ) Scot t . 
Hollowell congregation, Pa. 
Showalter: Marissa Lynn, Feb. 
21; Leo and Michelle Showalter, 
Five Forks congregation, Pa. 
Smith: Dakota Dale, Feb. 5; 
R a n d y and Lisa ( R i c e ) Smi th , 
Greenspring congregation, Pa. 
Stanley: Hannah Rae, Feb. 20; 
Fonzo and Sheila (Roberts) Stanley. 
Millerfield's congregation, Ky. 
Steffen: Kayla Elizabeth, Feb. 
24; Scott and Heidi (Wolgemuth) 
Steffen, Conoy congregation, Pa. 
Thomas: Mercedes Lynn, Feb. 
15; Bryan and Tracie Thomas. Lan-
caster congregation. Pa. 
Wenger: Sterling Isaac, Jan. 1; 
Jeff and Paula (Smith) Wenger, Five 
Forks congregation, Pa. 
Whiting: Nicholas Allen, Feb. 
18; Rick and Debe (Eas twood) 
Whiting. Elizabethtown congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Whitmore: Benjamin Moss, 
Mar. 21; Terry and Terri Whitmore, 
Five Forks congregation. Pa. 
Winger: Charlotte Claire, Feb. 
13; Kevin and Linda Winger, Ford-
wich congregation, Ont. 
Yake: Devon Taylor, Feb. 29; 
Todd and Shirley (Dagen) Yake, 
Pequea congregation. Pa. 
Zimmerman: Emily Nicole, 
Jan. 25; Randy and Leigh Zimmer-
man, New Joy congregation, Pa. 
Weddings 
Barley - Sheckert: Lori Lee 
Sheckert, daughter of Ronald Lee 
Ulmer and Bonnie Louise Dewit-
sky, both of Lancaster, Pa., and Jef-
frey Scott, son of Henry and Marsha 
Bar ley , L a n c a s t e r , Mar . 23, at 
Manor Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Robert L. Sheetz officiat-
ing. 
Benner - Buckwalter: Melissa 
R., daughter of Ken and Julie Buck-
waiter and David and Janet Van-
Order, and Nicholas J., son of Calvin 
and Sharon Benner, Elizabethtown, 
Pa., Mar . 30, at E l i zabe th town 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
David Hall officiating. 
Forrester - Helfrick: Gloria 
Ann, daughter of Mary Jane and the 
late Ralph Helfrick, Mercersburg, 
Pa., and Bryan John, son of Dave 
and Nancy Forrester, Greencastle, 
Pa., June 3, 1995, at the home of the 
bride with Rev. Curtis Bryant and 
Rev. Raymond Martin officiating. 
H i s s o n g - S ta t l er : Sandy 
Denise, daughter of Paul and Eliza-
beth Statler, Williamson, Pa., and 
Ivan Dennis, son of Dennis and Eve-
lyn Hissong, Upton. Pa., Sept. 2, 
1995, at Montgomery Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Curt is 
Bryant officiating. 
Hoffer - Oberhol tzer: Ver-
shendia Oberholtzer, Mount Joy, 
Pa., and Alan Hoffer , Elizabeth-
town, Pa.. Mar. 16, at Cross Roads 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Richard Rimert Jr. and Rev. Dale H. 
Engle officiating. 
Metzler - Groff: Jennifer Kay, 
daughter of Jere and Kathryn Groff, 
Lancaster. Pa., and Craig Alan, son 
of Daniel and Ethel Mae Metzler, 
Pequea, Pa.. Mar. 23, at Pequea 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
J. Daniel Houck officiating. 
Reed - Colpetzer: Karin Colpet-
zer and Larry Reed, Feb. 14, at 
Green Grove Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Paul Smucker 
officiating. 
Schaubroeck - Sanchez: Tina 
DeAnn, daughter of Phil l ip and 
Deanna Sanchez, and Jason Charles, 
son of Donna Carlson and James 
Schaubroeck, Mar. 16, at Five Forks 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Wilbur Besecker officiating. 
Switzer - Yoder: Alice Mae 
Yoder and Charles Edward Switzer, 
Mar. 1, at Bethany Bre thren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Charles 
Rickel officiating. 
himself as a sinner and professed faith 
in the promised Messiah. God was 
obviously pleased with both the essence 
and the attitude of Abel 's offering. 
The contrast of the 
offerings presented 
The first result of the contrast in 
these two offerings is in the response of 
Cain. He was angry at God's response 
to his brother's offering as opposed to 
his own. But instead of applying his 
response to his own problem, he 
applied his anger toward his brother. 
God clearly pointed this out to Cain in 
Genesis 4:6: "Then the Lord said to 
Cain, "Why are you angry ? Why is 
your face downcast?" 
In his mercy and grace, God brought 
Cain to a realization of his sin, warned 
him of its danger, and clearly indicated 
the way of escape. But Cain 's misguid-
ed attitude was set. His anger led to the 
first murder recorded in human history. 
On the other hand, Abel 's offering 
included another dimension. As is 
recorded in Hebrews 11:4, Abel 's offer-
ing was brought in "faith," and because 
of his faith he was commended as a 
righteous man. 
The contrast of these two attitudes 
was dramatized in the action of an unre-
pentant and angry Cain against his 
brother Abel, who was a righteous man 
because of his open recognition of his 
own sinful need and his faith in God as 
providing righteousness to replace his 
sinfulness. 
The lessons to be learned 
There are several vital lessons to be 
gleaned from this early historical 
drama. First of all, there is a right and a 
wrong attitude toward the relationship 
between God and the material universe. 
The very professions the two broth-
ers chose is indication of their focus. 
Cain's focus was on settled possession 
and enjoyment of the earth. On the 
other hand, Abel 's focus was on the 
temporary nature of life and the need to 
sacrifice some of the possessions of this 
life to prepare for eternal life. 
Jesus illustrated the two contrasting 
attitudes in Matthew 6:24: "No one can 
serve two masters. Either he will hate 
the one and love the other, or he will be 
devoted to the one and despise the 
other. You cannot serve both God and 
Money." 
Secondly, there is a right and a 
wrong relationship to God and our fel-
lowman which will determine the 
acceptability of our offerings. Jesus 
illustrates this well in Matthew 5:21-24 
when he talks about anger with one's 
brother. He makes a very conclusive 
statement in verses 23 and 24: "...if you 
are offering your gift at the altar and 
there remember that your brother has 
something against you, leave your gift 
there in front of the altar. First go and 
be reconciled to your brother; then 
come and offer your gift." The accept-
ability of our offerings is dependent on 
right relationships with our brothers and 
sisters. Right relationships with broth-
ers and sisters is directly connected to 
right relationships with God and atti-
tudes toward his provision for our sal-
vation. 
Thirdly, an offering alone, no matter 
its value, will never appease a holy 
God. It must be accompanied by a 
repentant faith in God and right rela-
tionships to be acceptable to God. 
Lastly, the biblical concept of stew-
ardship as illustrated in the beginning of 
time requires a faith relationship to the 
giver of all resources and a demonstrat-
ed recognition that God is owner of all 
we possess. Our focus on these issues is 
inexplicably intertwined with our eter-
nal destiny. 
W. Edward Rickman is executive direc-
tor of Brethren in Christ Stewardship Ser-
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Local church 
blends two cultures 
On Saturday, February 17, the Spanish-
speaking congregation that worships at the 
First United Methodist Church in Cham-
bersburg, Pa., came to be a part of the mis-
sionary conference at the Chambersburg 
Brethren in Christ Church. The theme was 
"A Heart for our Hispanic Neighbors." 
There was a unique sense of communi-
ty and brotherhood as they sang in Spanish, 
"O How 1 Love Jesus." And when they 
sang "This is the Day" in Spanish, the con-
gregation stood and joined them in English. 
Preceding the worship service, 150 peo-
ple from the Brethren in Christ congrega-
tion joined their guests for a Spanish/Mex-
ican meal. Children were divided into two 
age groups for the breaking of pinatas. 
Through interpreter Sonya Harter, Pas-
tor David Masariques stated, "We, the His-
panic people here in Chambersburg, didn't 
think we had any more family in Cham-
bersburg, but in you I found my family in 
Jesus Christ." 
Prior to the conference, each family had 
been given a small cardboard bank in the 
shape of a church. This was to be filled 
and brought to the Sunday morning wor-
ship to be part of the offering toward our 
goal of $10,000. The money was collected 
and the banks placed on the altar as each 
person participated in a parade offering, 
similar to the way Spanish/Mexican con-
gregations take their offerings. The offering 
total for the conference was $13,205.22. 
Obituaries 
Books: Carrie A. Books, born 
Mar. 5, 1901, daughter of Menno 
and Mary Kreider Light, died Feb. 
27. Preceding her in death was a 
daughter, Irma Mellinger. Surviving 
are 2 sons, Curt is and Elmer ; a 
daughter, Gladys Lehman; 9 grand-
children; 12 great-grandchildren; 
and 2 brothers, C. Alvin and Walter 
Light. Carrie was a member of the 
sewing circle of the Fairland con-
gregation, Pa., and of Cleona Senior 
Citizens. The funeral was held at the 
church with Rev. Ronald Slabaugh 
officiating. Interment was in Fair-
land Cemetery. 
Carver: Cecil Carver, born Jan. 
24, 1922, son of Frank and Vaneata 
(Learn) Carver, died Feb. 28. Pre-
ceding him in death was a brother. 
Merle. Surviving are his wife, Erma; 
5 children, Ron, Jerry, Bob, Linda, 
and Frank; 11 grandchildren; and a 
sister, Muriel. Cecil was a member 
of the Bertie congregation, Ont., 
where the funeral was held with 
Rev. Don Middlemiss and Rev. 
Albert Scholtens officiating. Inter-
ment was in the church cemetery. 
Ebersole: Cora Frances Eber-
sole, born Nov. 22, 1915, daughter 
of F r a n k l i n and Et ta (Zav i t z ) 
Winger, died Feb. 18. Preceding her 
in death were her husband, Stanley 
Ebersole; a son, Brian; a brother; and 
four sisters. Surviving are two sons, 
Robert and Kenneth; a daughter, 
Arlene Duff; seven grandchildren; 
three great-grandchildren; and a sis-
ter, Ethel Winger. Cora was a mem-
ber of the Bertie congregation, Ont., 
where the funeral was held with Rev. 
Don Middlemiss officiating. Inter-
ment was in Bertie Cemetery. 
Heffley: Melvin S. Heffley Sr., 
bom Feb. 13, 1925, son of Miles and 
Fannie Shearer Heffley, died Mar. 2. 
Surviving are his wife, Myrtle M. 
(Milhouse); four sons, Melvin S., 
Donald, Ronald, and Dale; two step-
sons, Ronald and Gerald Brubaker; 
a s t epdaugh te r , Joan DiCola ; a 
brother, Ralph; and a stepsister, 
Norma Gallager. Melvin had retired 
from Alumax after 26 years. He 
enjoyed Southern Gospel concerts. 
He was a member of the Cross 
Roads congregation, Pa., where the 
funeral was held with Rev. Dale H. 
Engle officiating. Interment was in 
the church cemetery. 
Helfrick: Asa P. Helfrick, born 
Dec. 4, 1927, son of Charles and 
Annie Myers Helfrick, died Feb. 13. 
Preceding him in death were three 
brothers; and a grandson. Surviving 
are his wife, Anna Catherine; three 
daughters, Karen E. Oberholzer, 
Kay M. Bard, and Kimberly A. Hel-
frick; five sons, Doyle L„ Duane E., 
Dale F„ Dallas J., and Delbert R.; 
nine grandchildren; three sisters, 
Anna Stepler, Martha Shives, and 
Bertha Lehman; and five brothers, 
Isaac, Samuel, Lester, Robert, and 
John. Asa was a retired farmer, and 
member of the Montgomery con-
gregation, Pa. The funeral was held 
at the church with Rev. Cur t i s 
Bryant and Rev. Michael Ryan offi-
ciating. Interment was in the church 
cemetery. 
Hostetler: David J. Hostetler, 
born Jan. 23, 1918, son of Joseph 
Y. and Sarah C. Peachey Hostetler, 
died Mar. 25. Preceding him in 
death were three brothers and a sis-
ter. Surviving are his wife, Edna M. 
(Kauffman) ; a daughter, Jane R. 
Speicher; a grandson; five brothers, 
Lou i s H., John P., A n d r e w L., 
Daniel Y., and Alvin Y.; and two 
sisters, Elizabeth Benn and Lydia 
Hostetler. David retired from farm-
ing in 1968. He served for six years 
as caretaker for Roxbury Camp. He 
was a member of the Big Valley 
congregation. Pa., where the funeral 
was held with Rev. John M. Keefer 
and Rev. Luke Keefer Sr. officiat-
ing. Interment was in Locust Grove 
Cemetery. 
Hostetter: Olive B. Hostetter, 
born Apr . 3, 1913, daughter of 
Theron and Katie Brandt Books, 
died Mar. 5. Surviving are a son, 
James M.; two daughters, Shirley 
Brubaker and Joy Meek; seven 
grandchildren; five great-grandchil-
dren; a brother, Theodore B. Books; 
and a sister, Orpha Templin. Olive 
was a medical secretary and had 
attended Lebanon Business School. 
She was a member of the Fairland 
church, Pa., where she had taught 
Sunday school. The funeral was 
held at the church with Rev. Ronald 
Slabaugh officiating. Interment was 
in Fairland Cemetery. 
Hykes: Rhoda L. Hykes, born 
Aug. 25, 1927, daughter of John W. 
and Cora Mae Hurd Robinson, died 
Mar. 25. Preceding her in death 
were her husband, Jesse A. Hykes; 
and a grandson. Surviving are three 
sons, John L., Gary L., and Donnie 
R.; six grandchildren; and six sis-
ters. Rhoda helped her husband on 
the family farm. She was a member 
of the Hollowell congregation, Pa., 
and its Kingdom Builders Sunday 
school class. The service was held at 
the church with Rev. James M. Sol-
lenberger officiating. Interment was 
in Parklawns Memorial Gardens. 
Jacobs: Mary Jessie Jacobs, 
born Dec. 21, 1904, died Mar. 2. 
Surviving are a son, Carlos; six 
grandchildren; eight great-grand-
children; and a great-great-grand-
child. She was a member of the 
Upland, Calif., church. The funeral 
service was held at the Bellevue 
Mausoleum Chapel with Rev. Alvin 
C. Burkholder officiating. Entomb-
ment was in the mausoleum. 
Krocker: Daniel Albert Krock-
er, born Feb. 26, 1937, in Latrobe, 
Pa., died Mar. 20. Preceding him in 
death was a sister, Nancy Reinhart; 
and his foster mother, Janet Ander-
son. Surviving are his wife, Gloria; 
his foster father, Samuel Anderson; 
four sons, Daniel, Mark, Jonathan, 
and Bryan; a foster daughter, Dorian 
Sanders; a sister, June Olson; and a 
foster brother, David Anderson. 
Daniel drove a school bus for Child 
Evangel ism Fel lowship summer 
camp, and volunteered as a driver 
for youth activities. He participated 
in medical missions trips to Hon-
duras where he assisted as a mainte-
nance technician. He was also foster 
parent to several teenagers. He was a 
m e m b e r of the Fa i rv i ew Ave . 
church. Pa., where the funeral was 
held with Rev. John Fickett officiat-
ing. 
Nix : Bruce Wel l ing ton Nix, 
born May 28, 1916, son of Elmer 
and Nina Nix, died Feb. 12. Preced-
ing him in death was a brother, 
Osborne. Surviving are his wife, 
Edna; two sons, Robert and LeRoy; 
a daughter, Linda Houser; seven 
grandchildren; a great-granddaugh-
ter; and two sisters, Olive Byer and 
Reeta Houser. Bruce was a retired 
f a r m e r and c a r p e n t e r , and had 
worked at Harber Manufacturing. 
He was a consciencious objector in 
World War II. He was a member of 
the Sherkston congregation, Ont., 
where he was usher, leader of the 
Boy's Brigade, on the music com-
mittee, and held other posts. He had 
published a book on his family his-
tory. The funeral was held at the 
church with Rev. Leonard Chester, 
Rev. Robe r t K e n t i e , and Rev . 
McLeod officiating. Interment was 
in the Bertie church cemetery. 
Spragg: Vera Spragg, born Oct. 
9, 1899, daughter of George and 
Melinda Sheffer Hilts, died Feb. 15. 
Preceding her in death were her hus-
band, William Spragg; and a sister, 
Mabe l D o n e r . S u r v i v i n g are 
nephews, nieces, and cousins. Vera 
was a member of the Heise Hill 
church, Ont., where the funeral was 
held with Rev. Ken Smith and Rev. 
Mike Anderson officiating. Inter-
ment was in the church cemetery. 
Wolgemuth: B. Irene Wolge-
muth, born Mar. 8, 1909, daughter 
of Jacob and Maggie Keener Wol-
gemuth, died Feb. 16. She was the 
last of her immediate family, and is 
survived by nieces and nephews. 
Irene was a longtime member of the 
Cross Roads church. Pa. She worked 
as a kitchen attendant at Paxton 
Street Home, Harrisburg. The funer-
al was held at the church with Rev. 
Dale H. Engle officiating. Interment 
was in Cross Roads Cemetery. • 
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MMA supports 
Brethren in Christ 
mutual aid efforts 
Mutual aid in the Brethren in Christ 
Church benefited from more than $73,000 
in fraternal benefi ts f rom Mennonite 
Mutual Aid during 1995. The funds were 
part of a record $2.8 million in fraternal 
benefi ts distr ibuted by MMA during 
1995. Most of this assistance came in the 
form of grants which matched funds 
raised in local congregations to meet a 
wide variety of needs. 
The majority of grants were distribut-
ed through the Sharing Fund programs 
where a record $1.6 million was matched 
by more than $1.7 million raised by 757 
local congregations. The grants assisted 
about 1,400 households during the year, 
up from slightly over 1,100 in 1994. 
"We are very excited about the major 
increase in the use of our Sharing Funds 
programs and in the number of congrega-
tions that are participating," said Vyron 
Schmidt, MMA vice president of Frater-
nal Benefits. "The number of churches 
that participated increased from 594 in 
1994 to more than 750 in 1995, and the 
amount of matching grants increased by 
$525,000. It is rewarding to see how more 
and more congregations are finding ways 
to meet needs through our fraternal bene-
fit programs." 
The Pastoral Leadership Grant intro-
duced in 1995 proved to be extremely 
popular. A total of 56 grants were pro-
vided for a total of $87,000. The grants 
are used to support seminary students 
who are in pastoral training programs. 
In addit ion to the Sharing Funds, 
MMA fraternal benefits supported schol-
arships for 20 students attending church-
related colleges and seminaries, and pro-
Anabaptist art 
event announced 
The People 's Place Gallery, Inter-
course, Pa., will celebrate a ten-year 
involvement in the visual arts Nov. 8 and 
9 with its annual arts weekend, "Art '96." 
Art '96 will include a juried exhibition 
of the finest Mennonite-related art in 
North America. The jury consists of Erma 
Martin Yost, New Jersey City, N.J., and 
Robert Regier, Wichita, Kan. Works 
exhibited will also be for sale. 
Artists are invited to submit slides of 
three works completed within the past 
vided a wide range of educational re-
sources to congregations. Topics covered 
areas such as HIV/AIDS, wellness, and 
end-of-life issues such as advance medi-
cal directives. Fraternal benefits also sup-
ported "Imagine the Future," MMA's 
interactive exhibit on stewardship which 
is now touring the U.S., and several urban 
church projects. 
"Even more exciting than the numbers 
are the myriad of life-changing stories 
they represent," said Schmidt. "A few of 
those stories include the man who came to 
Christ when a church reached out to him 
through a home repair project; a woman 
and her daughter who are now active in 
the church again after their congregation 
reached out to them with financial and 
emotional support; and a congregation 
that raised funds to support a nearby 
small, struggling church." 
"New fraternal benefit programs being 
introduced in 1996 already show signs of 
being very popular in the church," said 
Schmidt. "Our new Continuing Educa-
tion Grant for pastoral staff has drawn a 
great deal of interest. We have also had 
considerable interest in a new program 
available in May that will help people 
with the cost of preparing a new will. And 
we are looking forward to the introduc-
tion later this summer of an entirely new 
wellness program that we believe will 
capture people in a new way." 
MMA's fraternal benefit programs are 
available because part of m M a is classi-
fied as a tax-exempt fraternal benefit 
association. Funds which would have to 
be used for taxes are instead used to pro-
vide special assistance programs without 
increasing members' premiums. Addi-
tional funds come from individual contri-
butions to the Sharing Fund program and 
by tithing the gains from all MMA oper-
ations. • 
two years. Both two- and three-dimen-
sional work is welcome, and slides must 
be received by July 1, 1996. Interested 
artists should contact Renny Magill at 
(800) 762-7171 for entry forms and fur-
ther information. 
Art '96 is open to Brethren in Christ 
and Mennonite-related artists with signif-
icant interaction with the peoples affiliat-
ed with Mennonite World Conference. 
This can include artists who grew up 
Mennonite or Brethren in Christ but no 
longer affiliate as such. The prerequisite 
that artists be Mennonite-related is not 
meant to comment on or restrict the sub-
ject matter of the art itself. • 
Gospel Tide Hour 
honored by NRB 
Rev. Charlie B. Byers, founder and 
speaker on the Gospel Tide Hour, was 
honored recently at the National Reli-
gious Broadcasters Convention in Indi-
anapolis with the Milestone Award. The 
award is given for 50 years of broadcast-
ing. While several broadcasts reached this 
milestone of distinctive service, only one 
other broadcast did it with the same 
speaker for the entire 50 years. 
Rev. and Mrs. Byers, along with his 
three sons and their wives and Gospel 
Tide Hour director Maurice Bender, 
attended the event. • 
Focusing our 
Mission... 
continued from page 30 
of one another and the mission of the con-
gregation. It may be a Bible study group, 
a Sunday school class, or another small 
group, but discipleship must be exercised 
if we are going to be congregations with 
life that endures. We have some great 
resources from Evangel Publishing House 
and in our Christian Light Bookstores to 
resource small groups. The Evangelical 
Visitor may also be a useful tool in disci-
pleship training. One church planting pas-
tor spoke of using the Visitor's Every 
Home Plan as a way of building his new 
congregation into a Brethren in Christ 
church. 
A "sending" congregation will be 
involved in numerous ways that are 
observable. They may be partners in a 
church planting, supporting world mis-
sions, sending service teams to points of 
need, sending families into ministry, call-
ing persons into church vocations, and 
others. This is done in terms of persons, 
prayer, and money. 
Whatever any congregation decides to 
do with vision, it is only valid when it 
culminates in truth that is incarnated in 
some kind of loving service. That is the 
intent of the church as the apostle Paul 
wrote to the Ephesians "...speaking the 
truth in love, we will in all things grow up 
into him who is the Head, that is, Christ. 
From him the whole body, joined and 
held together by every supporting liga-
ment grows and builds itself up in love, as 
each part does its work" (Eph. 4:15-16). 
That summarizes vision becoming verac-
ity! • 
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June 15, 1996-Lancaster County 
Another meeting planned for 
River Brethren descendants 
Many readers will recall the warm fel-
lowship experienced in July 1993 in a 
meeting of the three groups descended 
f r o m the River Bre thren—the United 
Zion Church, the Old Order River Breth-
ren, and the Brethren in Christ. Sugges-
tions have come from each of the three 
groups that another meeting of the same 
kind should be held. 
The Historical Society has thus plan-
ned a similar meeting for Saturday, June 
15, 1996, approximately three years fol-
lowing the first gathering. 
At 1:30 p.m. a tour of the historic 
places of the River Brethren and their 
descendants will be available, with depar-
ture in buses from the Samuel Conley 
farm, near Salunga in Lancaster County, 
the location of the 1993 meeting. This 
will allow those who did not take the tour 
in 1993 to do so. At 5:30, the Old Order 
River Brethren will host a fel lowship 
meal on the lawn of the Conley farm. 
A fellowship service will begin at 7:00 
p.m. in the Conley barn, and will include 
the following features. A person from 
each group who has come into the group 
will tell why she or he became a member 
and what he or she experienced since 
joining. A woman from each group will 
explain what being a woman in the group 
means to her. A United Zion Church min-
ister will bring a short sermon. In typical 
River Brethren fashion, a response will 
follow the sermon, on this occasion by a 
member of the Old Order River Brethren 
and a member of the Brethren in Christ 
Church. Other features are some singing 
in German and some lining of hymns. 
This meeting is open to the public, 
thus all who are interested may attend. 
Follow these directions to the Conley 
farm. If traveling east on Route 283, take 
the second Salunga exit; if traveling west, 
take the first exit. In both cases, travel 
south a brief distance on Spooky Nook 
Road which becomes Prospect Road. The 
farm is about 2.5 miles from Salunga. For 
those traveling on Route 30, go north 
about 3 miles on Prospect Road. Signs 
will alert drivers to the farm when they 
arrive in its vicinity. 
For further information, write to the 
Brethren in Christ Historical Society, 
Messiah College, Grantham, PA 17027. 
I MESSIAH COLLEGE NEWS 
Messiah Falconfest '96 is coming! 
It 's an auction, it 's a craft fair, it 's a 
sports card show, it 's great family fun. 
Please join us on Saturday, June 1, from 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. in Brubaker Audi-
torium of the Eisenhower Campus Center 
for an auction by J. Omar Landis that will 
benefit student financial aid. 
We will have over 500 items to auc-
tion and could use your help in acquiring 
quality items. We are looking for quilts, 
artwork, vacations, gift certificates, sports 
memorabilia, toys, furniture, appliances, 
and anything else that is interesting. 
Below is just a small sample of some 
items that are sure to go fast at the auc-
tion: 
• Dinner for four at Messiah College 
President Rodney Sawatsky's 
house with the president and his 
wife Lorna 
• Four autographed books from 
Messiah's new Provost, Dr. 
Donald B. Kraybill, an expert on 
Amish life 
• Joe Paterno/Lou Holtz/Tom 
Osborne autographed football 
• Over 60 autographed CDs by 
Christian artists 
• Foursomes from 10 local golf 
courses 
• Five ceiling fans 
• English ceramic tea canister 
• Silver tea set 
• T-shirt signed by San Francisco 
49ers 
• Pocono get-a-way weekend 
• Dinner for 6 at Bert Brothers 
Restaurant 
Bring a friend and have a great time! If 
you have questions, please call Kerry 
Miller at (717) 766-2511, ext. 6540. 
Commencement speaker 
Dr. Renita J. Weems will be this year's 
Commencement speaker for the May 11 
graduat ion of the class of 1996. Dr. 
Weems received 
her B .A. f r o m 
W e l l e s l e y Col -
lege and M.Div. 
and Ph.D. in Old 
Testament f rom 
Princeton Theo-
logical Seminary 
in Old Tes t a -
ment. She is has 
been a professor 
in Hebrew Bible at Vanderbilt Divinity 
School in Nashville, Tenn., since 1987. 
Dr. Weems was the first African-Ameri-
can woman to receive a Ph.D. in Hebrew 
Bible. 
Results of Brethren in Christ Sports Tournament 
While Messiah students were on Spring Break, March 9-17, the 42nd annu-
al Brethren in Christ Sports Tournament for the Allegheny and Atlantic confer-
ences took over the Messiah campus. Below are some results. 
Champion Runner-up 
Men's Basketball 
"A" League Manor I Chambersburg 
"B" League Mount Rock West Shore 
Women ' s Volleyball 
"A" League Chambersburg I Mt. Rock I 
"B" League Mechanicsburg I Chambersburg II 
"C" League Crossroads Mastersonville 
Table Tennis Mechanicsburg I Mechanicsburg II 
Bowling Greenspring 
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Looking at "Paraklete" 
"We are afflicted (pressured) in every 
way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not 
d e s p a i r i n g ; s t r u c k d o w n , but not 
destroyed; always carrying about in the 
body the dying of Jesus, that the life of 
Jesus also may be mani fes ted in our 
body" (2 Cor. 4:8-10, NASB). 
Christians are a strange lot. We live 
by something (faith) we can' t see with 
our eyes; we listen to a Voice we can't 
hear with our ears; we give away our life 
and then we find it; we are weak in our-
selves, yet in our weakness we are strong. 
Paul reminds us in passages like 2 Corin-
thians 4 and 2 Corinthians 11:21-12:10 
just how fragile we are. The weight of 
life can be heavy; sometimes, unbearably 
so. As we move through life, there are 
periods when we feel pressed at every 
point, at a loss as to which way to go, 
and at our wits' end. Life staggers us and 
at times knocks us down. Consider this 
letter that a man wrote to his well-known 
pastor several years ago: 
"I 've reached a pivotal point in my 40-
year life. I married at age 18 and had three 
sons by age 21 .1 spent years in drug and 
alcohol abuse. At age 25 I gave my life to 
the Lord but slipped back a couple of 
times. A year ago, I had a beautiful home, 
car, van, sailboat, etc. At that time I was 
with a new company. My boss said he 
would get health insurance for my family, 
but he lied about that and other things. 
Las t Feb rua ry , my wi f e had a brain 
aneurysm and almost died. Because of 
prayer and surgery she lived. I lost every-
thing but my family. I now drive an old 
car about to break down, I am broke 
financially. My boss emotionally destroys 
me, but I need the job. Your message a 
few weeks ago about giving our all to 
Jesus, giving him the central place, hit 
me hard. I walked to my car with tears 
streaming down my cheeks and pain in 
my throat. I came home to my wife and 
we talked and prayed. I gave it all to our 
Lord. I know I will still struggle in my 
life, but I see everything differently now. 
I will work and live as unto the Lord" 
(From a 1987 sermon by Chuck Swin-
doll). 
I admire this man. He is aiming his 
life at glorifying the Lord Jesus in the 
midst of distress and trouble. But I won-
der, how will he or any of us stand up 
under such pressures? How do we cope? 
What is it that enables us to meet what-
ever comes to us in life in a Christ-hon-
oring way? How will we keep walking in 
the "Jesus way" and not lose heart, give 
up, and turn back? W h e r e does the 
strength come from to pass the breaking 
point and not break; to obey Christ amidst 
the real pressures of life? 
Jesus does not leave us to struggle with 
the Christian life alone. He has sent us a 
"Helper" (John 14:16), the Holy Spirit 
himself. The word translated "Helper" by 
the NASB in John 14:16 is the Greek 
word parakletos. Jesus used this word as 
a title for the Holy Spirit in his instruction 
to the disciples in the upper room. (See 
John 14:16, 26; 15:26; 16:7). Parakletos 
is a difficult work to translate into English 
because it is so rich with meaning. The 
result is a wide variety of expressions in 
our versions of the Bible: 
"Comforter" (KJV) 
"Counselor" (NIV, RSV) 
"Helper" (NASB, Moffatt) 
"Someone to stand by you" (Phillips) 
"He Who is to befriend you" (Knox) 
The word parakletos literally means 
"One who is summoned" or "One who is 
called in to render some help, service, or 
assistance." The Holy Spirit, then, is 
Someone who is called in so that he may 
render some service. The Greeks used the 
word in a number of ways. A parakletos 
might be a person called as an expert 
counselor to give advice in a difficult sit-
uation. The word is often used of a person 
called in to give legal help in a court of 
law. William Barclay notes that the para-
kletos was "the friend of the accused per-
son, called in to speak in support of his 
character in order to enlist the sympathy 
of the judges in his favor. It means some-
one who will present someone else's case 
to some other person or to some other 
authority in the most favorable light" 
(Barclay, New Testament Words, p. 218). 
This is the primary meaning in 1 John 
2:1: "We have an advocate (parakletos) 
with the Father, Jesus Christ the righ-
teous." Jesus is our defense counsel, the 
one who pleads our cause, the one who 
intercedes for us. 
This idea of parakletos as an advocate 
for the defense is not, however, the main 
idea when John uses the word in chapters 
14-16 of his Gospel. There, the idea is 
that the Holy Spirit is one called in to 
encourage, exhort, and urge us to take 
certain actions. The verb form of parak-
letos was used in ancient Greek writings 
of a commander called in to address a 
company of soldiers who were depressed 
and dispirited to put new courage in their 
hearts and minds as they were about to go 
into battle. It was the word to describe 
those words used by leaders to urge peo-
ple on to courageous deeds. A parakletos, 
then, is an encourager, "one who puts 
courage into the faint-hearted, one who 
makes a very ordinary man cope gallant-
ly with a perilous and dangerous situa-
tion" (New Testament Words, p. 221). 
This is the comfort ing work of the 
Holy Spirit, who not only consoles us in 
times we are sad, but makes us able to 
cope with the distress and bewilderment 
of life in a Christ-honoring way. He is 
the fulfillment of Jesus' promise in Mat-
thew 28:20, "Lo, I am with you always...." 
The Spirit, as our parakletos, gives us the 
kind of comfort and support which keeps 
our feet in the path of following Jesus 
during those times when, if left to our-
selves, we would run the other way and 
bail out. The work of the Holy Spirit is to 
encourage us to Christ-honoring obedi-
ence and high thoughts. The one who 
makes us able to stand in the battle of 
life, to stand for Christ and his truth, to 
stand in the face of opposing forces, to 
cope with and conquer life, is the Holy 
Spirit—the presence and power of the 
risen Christ. The help of the Holy Spirit is 
to fill ordinary people, like you and me, 
with the strength and courage which 
allows us to meet life's pressing weight 
and difficult situations to the glory of 
God. He enables us to pass the breaking 
point, yet not break, and to pick us up 
when life knocks us down. 
Such is the precious gift of the Savior 
to us. The Spirit is called in by Christ 
himself to indwell the believer's heart. 
He is our hope and strength. Let us not be 
too busy to give the Holy Spirit a chance 
to enter into our life in a practical way. 
"The Holy Spirit gate-crashes no man's 
heart; He wants to be received" (Barclay, 
The Gospel of John, p. 195). Let us carve 
out, amidst the bustle and rush of life, 
moments of time to quietly wait on him 
and with an open heart r ece ive him 
afresh. We need him—the battle is before 
us; the Spirit brings life to our life. What 
are we waiting for? 
Rick Mailloux lives near Goshen, Ind. 
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Questionable activity? 
In reading my mother 's copy of the 
March Evangelical Visitor, I was sur-
prised to read that recommendations for 
recreational activities by Ron Thomas in 
conjunction with the Brethren in Christ 
General Conference include tours to Uni-
versal Studios and Disneyland. 
Evangelical Christians who will be 
attending the Brethren in Christ General 
Conference in June should be reminded 
that in 1987 there was a great controver-
sy over the movie that Universal Studios 
p lanned to make , ent i t led "The Last 
Temptation of Christ," which was a sac-
rilege and a desecration. Despite many 
objections, they made it anyway. On the 
day that the movie was released, 50,000+ 
evangelical Christians peacefully picket-
ed Universal Studios and pledged boy-
cotting the showing of the movie and the 
studio tours in the future. As a result, the 
movie was a financial disaster. The studio 
admitted losing a minimum of 19 million 
dollars. Universal is continuing to grind 
out movies of questionable moral value, 
and is continuing to be criticized for it, by 
Christians far and wide, and many others, 
including President Clinton. 
Michael Eisner has greatly lowered the 
once high morality of Disneyland to a 
new low with his liberal thinking and 
influence. The best example of this is the 
videotapes that are made to educate Cal-
ifornia grade school students about sex 
and related subjects. Donald Duck now 
uses the " F " word and s tuden t s are 
encouraged to explore their sexuality, 
even considering homosexuality which is 
defended as being normal and O.K. The 
late Walt Disney would be outraged! 
It is not my intent to criticize the recre-
ational activities of Brethren in Christ 
Church members. I am sure that the evan-
gelical Christians...who are continuing to 
boycott these two organizations, with 
in a v io lent wor ld 
Multicultural Christian 
youth talk about fights, 
abuse, peer pressure and 
guns at school. Can 
Christians really "turn 
the other cheek"? These 
youth think so! Struggle 
with them. Four 10 
minute segments. 
Includes leaders guide. 
Contact the MCC office 
nearest you to borrow 
this video. Available for 
purchase from MCC in 
Akron: Institutions $75 
(Cdn.)/$60 (U.S.), 
Individuals $25(Cdn.) 
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Christian love also will not question your 
motives. Beliefs and activities are of per-
sonal business and choice. However, offi-
cial organizations need to be careful of 
what they recommend or endorse. 
Brian Markley 
Torrance, Calif. 
Are there others? 
The "Special People" feature of Orvin 
and Colleene White (March Visitor) was 
of special interest to me because I heard 
of the start of the Virginia work. 
Early in this century, evangelist J. R. 
Zook preached in revival meetings at 
Wainfleet, Ontario, Canada. One who 
said " Y e s " to the Lord was a young 
woman named Idellus Sider. She was 
called to work at the Buffalo Mission. 
There a young couple was saved—Denny 
and Marie Jennings. 
Soon after, the Jennings moved to the 
Hillsville area of Virginia, taking their 
new faith with them. They started ser-
vices and today a lovely church called 
Bethel stands in the community. 
Idellus lived in our home during her 
retirement and wrote to the Jennings' reg-
ularly. 
I was interested in the White's discov-
ery of present day pastors. Perhaps there 
are other ministers as a result of the work 
started by Denny and Marie Jennings 
those many years ago. 
Louella Lofthouse 
Stouffville, Ont. 
We don't need "nice"; 
we need to be included 
I would like to comment on the on-
going Bre thren in Chris t miss ion of 
expanding the number of churches. That 
may be a great goal, but I 'd like to ex-
press my disappointment with the job 
Brethren in Christ congregat ions are 
doing at reaching out to visitors who are 
actively searching for a home church. 
Recently married, my husband and I 
moved to be closer to his work. Being 
raised in a Brethren in Christ Church, I 
was excited to discover that there were 
many (5-7) Brethren in Christ churches 
within a half hour drive from our home. 
We actively started attending these 
churches, four or five Sundays at one, 
then four or five at another. We've recent-
ly started attending a Mennonite church. 
The problem? No one in the churches 
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reached out to us. We let everyone know 
that we were new to the area, knew no 
one, and were act ively looking for a 
church. People were friendly. They'd say 
"Hi" and introduce themselves. But after 
attending these churches for awhile, we 
found that no one made any attempt to 
reach out and get to know us. There were 
times we 'd sit and listen to other couples 
in Sunday school discuss how they were 
looking forward to getting together later 
that day. No one ever invited the new 
couple. 
No, we ' re not feeling sorry for our-
selves. We ' re only saddened by it all. If 
we weren't convicted of the importance 
of being a part of a church family, we 'd 
have decided to stay home a long time 
ago. And yes, we ourselves did try. We 'd 
stand in the lobby of the churches and 
choose people, then go approach them 
and strike up a conversation. People were 
nice, but that 's all. 
In your April issue I noticed with inter-
est the article "Discipling the Church for 
Ministry" and these sentences: "The high 
drop-out rate in North American church-
es is well-known. Most of these people 
are not angry with God. Most people 
leave a church due to apathy, boredom, or 
neglect." How about reaching out to the 
people who walk through your doors and 
strengthen the churches you have before 
starting more? 
I'd like to encourage people to reach 
out, invite newcomers home or out to 
lunch, or to sit with you at church. We 
don't just need "nice," we need friends, 
fellowship, small groups. And we don't 
need your coffee mug, we need to get to 
know people, please. 
I 'd prefer you didn ' t use my name, 
since we know many people who read the 
Visitor. You may adjust this letter to fit, or 
not use it at all. I just needed to get my 
frustration out. We' re still looking for a 
church a year later and have met others in 
our situation. So we know we're not the 
only ones to experience this. 
Name withheld by request 
Re: "Partial Birth Abortions" 
The Brethren in Christ Church stands 
firm in its opposition of abortion. Follow-
ing is a quotation from the Brethren in 
Christ Accents and Issues paper on the 
issue. "While some Christian denomina-
tions have been uncertain about statements 
on abortion because of its many implica-
tions and aspects, others—including the 
Brethren in Christ—have opposed abor-
tion." This is an area where it is impossi-
ble, in my mind, to disassociate oneself 
from politics when it is the political aspect 
of the issue that has made abortions legal 
and common in both the USA and Cana-
da. To condone abortions as a form of 
conveniently dispatching a problem child 
before it is born is unconscionable. We in 
the USA have had over 34 million abor-
tions since the Roe vs Wade decision of 
1973. This is a staggering and sad statistic 
that brightly shines on the growing moral 
cancer of our society. 
On April 11, 1996, President Clinton 
took a pro-abortion position to extremes 
and vetoed a bill that would prohibit the 
late-term abortion procedure called par-
tial-birth abortion. This is a procedure 
whereby the child is turned in the womb 
so that the legs can be clamped with for-
ceps. The baby is then pulled feet first out 
of the mother until all but the head is 
delivered. The abortionist then stabs the 
infant in the base of the skull to open an 
incision so that a suction device can be 
inserted to suck out the child's brain. The 
dead child is then completely withdrawn 
from the mother and discarded. The med-
ical community does not support this pro-
cedure because it is dangerous and trau-
matic for the mother as well as being inch-
es away from being infanticide. Seventy-
two Democrats (I don't understand why 
not all) voted to prohibit the procedure. 
Even strong proponents of abortion find 
themselves repulsed by this procedure. 
It is honestly not my intention to politi-
cize this veto. However, I simply cannot 
grasp the hardness that must be in one's 
heart to allow them to somehow justify 
not stopping this procedure. As people of 
God we must draw a line somewhere on 
the abortion issue. Dr. Jesse L. Heise and 
Pastor Timothy Herr wrote in "Accents 
and Issues," "In modem times, abortion is 
most commonly used as a means of birth 
control, which is a totally selfish approach 
to life.... Christ's teachings on the sacred-
ness of life imply that it is improper to 
resort to abortion, whatever the motives 
that may suggest this as a way out of an 
unwanted situation." The Brethren in 
Christ Church has taken a stand. We as 
individuals also must stand up and cry out 
at some point, or else we ourselves will 
become so impenitent that neither the life 
of an individual infant, old person, or pre-
born baby is sacred to us. 
R. L. Williams 
Nappanee, Ind. 
The Accents and Issues Paper on Abor-
tion is available from your regional con-
ference bishop's office, or for $1 (single 
copy price) from Evangel Publishing 
House, P.O. Box 189, Nappanee, IN 
46550. (Quantity discount is available.) 
Dear Onesimus, 
I am responding to your March 1996 
column, which included references to 
homosexua l i t y and the need for the 
church to be an "affirming and reconcil-
ing body of believers." 
Is the belief eroding that our Creator 
God can be trusted to set the standards 
for sexuality and morality? "Affirming 
and reconci l ing" suggests expressing 
approval and positive support of the agen-
da of practicing homosexuals, to agree 
that homosexuality is included in God's 
plan for the exercise of the splendid 
power of sex. 
Paul not only reminds us that love is 
the most excellent way. He also warns 
that those who practice homosexuality 
(vividly described in Romans 1:24-33) 
will not inherit the kingdom of God (1 
Cor. 6:9-11). Christlike love includes 
warning and working to rescue people 
from sin and reconcile them to God to 
such extent that old things pass away and 
we become a new creation in Christ (2 
Cor. 5:17-21). Roy Sider preached coura-
geously that we do not correct the Scrip-
tures, that the Scriptures correct us. If I 
did not believe that Jesus came to change 
people, I would quit teaching and coun-
seling. 
When Satan cannot seduce us into 
practicing sin, he accuses us of not being 
good enough—in this case "meanspirit-
ed" and unloving. But then Jesus called 
Satan the Accuser and Father of Lies. 
Acceptance is only the beginning of 
God's relationship to us, not the comple-
tion! When we come to him, he does not 
scold and condemn us because of our past 
(James 1:5). He forgives us, renews our 
minds, and begins to transform us to the 
Contributions invited for 
Dialogue and Readers Respond 
Persons contributing to Readers 
Respond (letters to the editor) are 
encouraged to be concise. Letters may 
be shortened. All letters must be 
signed. Occasionally we may decide 
to withhold names due to special cir-
cumstances. 
Longer contributions are wel-
comed for Dialogue, a forum for read-
ers to express their opinions on a 
broad range of topics relevant to the 
mission of the church and to living 
the Christian life. 
Each article or letter represents the 
view of the writer, and does not nec-
essarily reflect the official position or 
policy of the Brethren in Christ 
Church or this periodical. 
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image of his Son (Rom. 8:5-9, 29 and 
12:1 -2). Many in the church have jumped 
on the psycho log ica l b a n d w a g o n of 
"acceptance"—a kind of benign neutrali-
ty which feels so good because it requires 
no confrontation of wrongdoing, no in-
volvement in helping people to confess, 
repent, and submit to God ' s will. But 
those are important aspects of the min-
istry of reconciliation. 
Normal, healthy plant and animal life 
is thrust towards maturing, ripening, and 
reproducing itself. Many homosexuals are 
in a state of arrested development, still 
preferring same-sex friendships. Some 
have fixated on early same-sex pleasur-
able experimentations. Some have reject-
ed the other sex because of abuse. Love 
helps these people to put away such hin-
drances from the past. Truth sets them 
free to become all that God intends for his 
children. It is sad that many people are 
now choosing this "lifestyle" because it is 
much easier to relate to one's own kind 
rather than enter into the unique mysteri-
ous realm of female-male Otherness! And 
is not categorical preference for one ' s 
own kind called prejudice? 
Perhaps, in order to know God better, 
we must "know"—respect, appreciate, 
relate to—God's male-female Otherness. 
Is our own identity revealed, reflected, 
enhanced in relationships with those Oth-
ers? Is this what 1 Cor. 11:11-12 sug-
gests? 
I do not believe that sex was created 
by God as an end in itself. The primary 
purpose of sex is reproduction. The an-
guish of healthy, mature people who can-
not bear children attests to this. A child is 
evidence that we share with God the awe-
some power to create life in his likeness 
that will never end. Since Satan cannot 
reproduce himself and will be eternally 
outnumbered, he hates sex! Therefore he 
does everything he can to distort, derange, 
and divert both the purpose and the plea-
sure of sex under the guise of "love." 
Sexual union is intended by God to be 
exquisitely and mutually pleasurable. C.S. 
Lewis has suggested in The Four Loves 
that otherwise we would think it ridicu-
lous. The pleasure of sex is a guarantor of 
the purpose of sex, even though the plea-
sure can long outlive the purpose. The 
sexual sins (premarital sex, adultery, in-
cest, bestiality, transvestism, and homo-
sexuality) forego the responsibilities that 
reproduction entails and focus on self-
gratification in its disguises. In the human 
realm, mutually satisfying sex cannot be 
sustained without a lifelong commitment 
to the quest for oneness, a union of heart, 
soul and mind. Sex should be the last 
movement in a great female-male marital 
symphony! Oneness is God ' s will for 
everyone in his family. Jesus loved per-
fectly without sex or marriage. How many 
of us have learned to love celibately? 
Onesimus... 
continued from page 29 
Finally, we need to act. We need to 
understand that for reconciliation to be 
reconciliation, it must be translated into 
action. We need to take more seriously 
the need to get all of our crucial denom-
inational materials translated into Span-
ish. We need to work harder at raising 
up diverse leadership. We need to fully 
recognize and officially commission a 
Hispanic bishop in North America. 
Obviously we have a lot of work to 
do. The match is at the fuse, and the 
fuse is short—and a long, hot summer is 
just ahead of us. But I have hope. As a 
matter of fact, I 'll be in a gigantic stadi-
um this weekend with 80,000 or so 
other men, all committed to working on 
You said, Onesimus, that your gay 
friend was still struggling. In honest an-
guish for him and others who struggle, I 
am thinking, "Praise God!" Jesus said liv-
ing in the world would not be easy (John 
15:18, 16:33). Paul and Peter talk about 
wrestling against the powers of darkness 
and resisting Satan (Acts 14:22, Eph. 
6:12-13, 2 Tim. 2:3-7, 1 Peter 5:8-11). 
Thousands of healthy, normal heterosex-
uals also struggle to maintain their purity 
and integrity in our sex-saturated society. 
Come now. Let us regard our struggles as 
evidence of health, strength, victory! It is 
the contest, the counterforce of will and 
skill, that provide the thrill of the game: 
b a s k e t b a l l , f o o t b a l l , b a s e b a l l , the 
wrestling mat. In the moral and spiritual 
realm, let us not turn struggle into a pity 
party. That 's another strategy of Satan. 
The homosexuals I have worked with 
know I love them. I have proved it by 
walking with them beyond "acceptance!" 
I have entered into their lives supportive-
ly, purposefully, patiently, and often joy-
fully, as they burst out of the cocoon of 
the past and experience new life. Satan 
likes nothing better than hearing us say 
that we cannot change. 
No one will change, or be changed by 
Christ himself, unless he or she wants to 
change, unless they are awakened to the 
incredible capacity of the human spirit 
awakened from sleep, to be brought out of 
darkness into the marve lous light of 
God's good and perfect will. The safest 




one of the key tenets of an unprecedent-
ed spiritual renewal movement. It states: 
"A Promise Keeper is committed to 
reaching beyond any racial and denom-
inational barriers to demonstrate the 
power of biblical unity." 
It may not stop the coming race wars. 
And it certainly won't bring back 
Smokey. But it does signal that there's a 
brand new day dawning—one where 
Christians are taking seriously being 
about their Father's business of racial 
reconciliation. It 's an engagement of the 
enemy in an entirely different kind of 
battle: A battle of love, not hate. 
We sure live in exciting times, don't 
we, Brother Paul? 
I remain your Brother in Christ, 
O . 
The Ministry of 
Reconciliation: 
Ambassadors for Christ 
in Church and Society 
June 13-15, 1996 
The Colorado College, Colorado, CO 
uae: Keynote speakers incl d
• Carolyn Heggen 
• Peter Steinke 
• Speed Leas 
• Berk Sterling 
• Karen Mains 
Over fifty workshops will focus on 
specific areas of interest, including: 
• Faci l i tat ing Heal thy 
Pas tor /Congregat ion Relat ions 
• Fami ly S y s t e m s Theory and 
C h u r c h Conf l ic t " 
• Ad d res s in g Va lues Conf l ic ts 
in the C h u r c h 
• Clergy Sexual Misconduct 
• G e n d e r Reconci lat ion 
• O v e r c o m i n g Racial and 
Ethn ic Confl ict 
• Conf l ic t in C h u r c h and Society 
For a registration brochure, call the 
conference center at (708) 627-5310. 
Or write: The Ministry of Reconciliation, 
528 E. Madison, Lombard, IL 60148 
Graphic used by permission of David Martin and 
Lutheran Peace Fellowship. 
28 Evangelical Visitor 
Dear Paul, 
Our city is about ready to erupt in a full-blown race war. 
That's the take on the situation by a fellow pastor who lives 
in a neighborhood where there have been eight shootings in the 
last few days. We had lunch yesterday, and on the way back I 
drove by the makeshift memorial of flowers and candles at the 
corner where a guy named Smokey had his brains blown out 
Friday night. The other shootings over the weekend have been 
retaliation hits—tit for tat, so on and so forth, ad infinitum—ad 
nauseam. 
My friend says the violence has been Hispanic against 
black. Maybe that's why I, and the white folk I hang out with, 
barely seem to notice anything's going on. It's not that we 
don't care—it's just that it's not directly affecting us. Our 
neighborhoods are separated by boulevards and freeways, and 
it's rare when a stray bullet finds its way into 
a "nicer" part of town. So we pull into our 
garages, put down the door, draw the shades, 
and hope the race wars don't make it to our 
street. 
Welcome to Ostrich Avenue, where most 
of us, it seems, live with our heads in the sand. 
What concerns me is that an issue as criti-
cal as that of racial reconciliation is hardly 
ever discussed in evangelical circles. Wasn't 
the issue implied when you wrote to us about 
Christ entrusting us with the "ministry of rec-
onciliation?" Why is it that we rarely talk 
about racial reconciliation within our network 
of churches? Why aren't we more concerned 
that we are overwhelmingly white and middle-class in make-
up? I mean, how many sermons have you heard lately calling 
people to repentance for their complicity—knowingly or not— 
in the pathetic state of race relations in our land? 
A few years ago, after the Rodney King "incident," William 
Pannell wrote The Coming Race Wars? A Cry for Reconcilia-
tion. He suggested: "After all the turmoil of the past twenty-
five years at home and abroad, and after all the noise about 
evangelism and growing churches, there is still the sense that 
reconciliation represents the unfinished agenda of the church.... 
The notion that reconciliation is still a Christian ideal simply 
won't go away." 
Indian church leader Vinay Samuel voiced the same con-
cern at the Lausanne II Conference on World Evangelism, 
when he said, "The most serious thing is the image around the 
world that evangelicals are soft on racial injustice.... Our cred-
ibility is at stake.... If we are not able to establish our credibili-
ty in this area we have not got the whole gospel. In fact we 
have not got a proper gospel at all." 
You basically told Peter the same thing when you had to 
confront him in Antioch, didn't you? He was doing just fine, 
hanging out with his Gentile brothers, shootin' the breeze, 
enjoying the fellowship. But then the Judaizers showed up just 
as he was biting into a barbecued pork rib, and BAM! He was 
backpedaling faster that you could say, "HY-PO-CRI-SY." 
See, I think we sometimes forget, as Peter did, that reconcili-
ation is a spiritual concept that results in intentional, tangible 
ways of relating to others. Spencer Perkins, in his book More 
Than Equals: Racial Healing for the Sake of the Gospel (co-
authored with Chris Rice), puts it this way: "Reconciliation...is 
not a right that can be demanded by any group. And it is not a 
commodity that one group can give. Reconciliation is white 
Christians and black Christians recognizing their need for each 
other. It is seeking from each other ways to demonstrate this 
love to each other, to our children and to the unbelieving world." 
So, where do we begin on this issue? Certainly, we can't 
expect to defuse the powder keg of racial tensions overnight. 
But we can begin where we are—in our families, in our church-
es, and in our neighborhoods. 
First, we need to pray. We need to pray 
that God would show us our failings in the 
area of race relations so that we can repent of 
them. Then we need to get pastors and lay 
people together across racial and denomina-
tional lines, and pray together as church lead-
ers and as churches. 
We need to learn. So much of our knowl-
edge regarding race relations is informed pri-
marily by media-generated, politically-moti-
vated, talk-radio-interpreted hucksters who 
make their living by perpetuating a climate of 
hatred and fear. For example, how many of 
us truly know about the life situations of 
Mexican and Central American immigrants, and what causes 
them to seek work north of the border? How many of us can say 
we really understand the deep mistrust many people of color 
have for law enforcement? 
We need to enter in. We need to place ourselves in situations 
that will cause us to begin to see those who are different from 
ourselves as people—not just another "people group." Attend a 
Martin Luther King, Jr. celebration in February. Eat at a true 
ethnic restaurant, even though it might not be located in the best 
part of town. Take your kids to a city park where they can play 
with children of different races. 
We need to dialogue. Race is like politics and religion. Often 
we just don't feel comfortable discussing it. But I've found, on 
the contrary, that people are more than open to talking about 
race relations, basically because it's on everybody's mind, and 
everybody has an opinion. The key is to give evidence of a hum-
ble spirit, to treat others with the utmost respect—and to try not 
to take ourselves so seriously. 
Dialogue needs to take place on a denominational level as 
well. What are we doing well in regards to racial reconciliation? 
Where are our blind spots? What are we doing that makes our 
ethnic churches feel excluded—or included—in our brotherhood 
of believers? 
continued on page 28 
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by R. Donald Shafer 
It was exciting early this year to visit a 
number of our congregations, as well as 
four of our annual regional conferences. 
As I met with church boards or leaders in 
retreats or planning sessions, it was an 
encouragement to hear both talk and plans 
about vision and mission of the local 
church. At the regional meetings there 
were statements and reports of how a par-
ticular conference would be stating its 
vision and plans to see that it was imple-
mented. 
At one conference I was asked how 
we came to the vision of "250 Growing, 
Discipling, Sending Congregations by 
A.D. 2000." My response was that for a 
couple of bienniums, the pastors and other 
congregational leaders were asking for 
the General Church Leaders to cast a 
vision so that we as a Brethren in Christ 
group would have some idea as to where 
we were headed. It was made clear to us 
that no pastor or congregation wanted to 
have anything handed down for them to 
do. They wanted a broad vision and then 
room for each region and congregation 
to become a part of that which would help 
them or enable them to become a part of 
our movement as one of the church fam-
ilies in North America. 
I indicated that one of the reasons this 
vision is likely being accepted is that we, 
as leaders, tried to listen and then put into 
250 Growing, Discipling, 
Sending Congregations 
by A.D. 2000 
words what we sensed to be the call from 
our congregations. So, in many ways, this 
is a vision that has been articulated from 
feedback we gathered from the congrega-
tions and regions. We have tried to put it 
in a form that will help us all rally togeth-
er to fulfill our purpose of being a fel-
lowship of believers who worship and 
obey the triune God and proclaim his 
gospel to all people. 
This was no easy struggle as the Lead-
ership Council (the ten employed church 
administrators) took the time and energy 
to forge a vision that was encompassing, 
rea l i s t ic , and cha l l eng ing , but open 
enough for regions and congregations to 
see possibilities for participating in this 
vision. We also knew that it had to be 
clear and easy to recall. It had to have 
some substance, but it had to move from 
words of vision to truth for our l ife 
together. 
Any group of church leaders in North 
America has become very much aware 
that the days of denominationalism are 
over. Some say denominations are dead! 
Well, the congregations in Canada and 
the U.S. are not just independent groups 
of Christians. As a matter of fact, we are 
finding ways of linking with other believ-
ers in our communities to do our min-
istry. I noted that at some of our annual 
regional meetings we used facilities of 
other denominations. Their banners fit 
our banners and nothing was made of that 
di f ference. I was told that one of the 
members of a quiz team was a Roman 
Catholic youth. We are finding ways of 
sharing our commonality in Christ and 
diminishing denominational differences. 
We can rejoice that some of our divisions 
are dying, and, at the same time, we can 
sharpen our particular contribution to the 
witness of our Christian faith by knowing 
who we are and what we are about with 
other believers in these days. 
It was especially encouraging to 
see congregations understand-
ing how they could be part 
of a larger vision no matter 
what their size or location. 
It is part of the process 
of moving a vision to 
veracity, when what we 
say wi th our t o n g u e s 
b e c o m e s t ru th in our 
relationships. This is true 
for those within the con-
gregation and with people in our commu-
nities who are seeking the truth we have 
found in following Jesus. 
Indeed, we Brethren in Christ have had 
a good heritage. We have been blessed 
by those who took the Scriptures serious-
ly for their day and generation. I heard at 
one of our recent regional sessions that 
the Brethren in Christ are one of the best-
kept secrets in our time. That reminded 
me that we need to find ways of sharing 
our faith rather than trying to keep it. As 
Jesus said, if we try to save ourselves, we 
lose our life, but in the losing or sharing 
of our life, we find our faith (Matt. 16:25). 
I surely believe this means more than our 
personal, individual spiritual life in light 
of Jesus' teaching and example. It in-
cludes our common life in Christ. 
Now the major work begins as regions 
and congregations find ways of moving 
from an understood vision to the truth of 
implementation. This is the where the 
"rubber meets the road," as is often quip-
ped. 
We must translate the vision of "grow-
ing" into healthy congregations. I was 
asked at one of the regional conference 
rallies how we measure our vision. Well, 
the growth factor can be identified with 
numerical growth, but even more signifi-
cant is morale and attitudes. I told the 
group to ask someone in each age group 
in a congregation if they are excited about 
inviting their friends to become a part of 
that congregation. If the answer is an 
unqualified "yes," it is good. If it is neg-
ative, find out why and make corrections. 
This doesn't mean we are paralyzed by a 
few, but move on with those ready to 
move. 
To quantify "discipleship" is even 
more d i f f icu l t . We can ask as many 
believers as possible to be involved in a 
group of about 12 persons who meet on a 
regular basis to hold one another account-
able. This is also a way to be supportive 
continued on page 23 
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Nippy Jones died a couple of weeks ago. He wasn't a 
retired missionary, Bible teacher, or professor of world 
missions. Nippy was a baseball player who didn't come 
close to equaling the exploits of either Babe Ruth or Cy 
Young. Nippy wouldn't be famous for anything, except 
for an incident during the fourth game of the 1957 World 
Series. 
He was struck on the foot by an errant pitch. Ordinari-
ly, that would have entitled him to first base, but the 
umpire said, No, the ball never hit him. Nippy allowed 
that it had, so he asked for the baseball. He showed it to 
the umpire and pointed to the black spot on the ball. Shoe 
polish, Nippy claimed. That was enough proof, and the 
ump sent him to first. Later on, Nippy scored and his Mil-
waukee Braves went on to win the game and ultimately 
the world championship. 
Every church should have some "shoe polish" on it, 
proving it belongs in the big leagues of world missions. 
Would there by any evidence that this church takes world 
missions seriously? Could you say, without a doubt, 
"There it is! That proves this is a missionary church"? 
In our culture, we'd probably look first at the budget. 
We might look at the church's total giving to world mis-
sions, or to a percentage of church income that is expend-
ed for missions. Certainly the missions budget is one sign. 
Secondly, we'd probably look at the number of mis-
sionaries and agencies on the support rolls. We could find 
the total, but that might not tell the whole story, because 
some churches give more money to fewer missionaries. 
We could look at the number of "home-grown" mission-
aries. 
Third, we could count how many people have been on 
short-term missions projects and trips. Or how many have 
taken a vacation to visit a missionary family. These are 
also helpful diagnostic tools. 
There are other signs of "shoe polish" as well. How 
many people have a regular missionary prayer list? How 
many write, fax, or e-mail missionaries regularly? How 
The shoe polish test 
many send special "care" packages overseas, and remem-
ber birthdays and anniversaries? How many have enter-
tained missionaries in their homes? How many dig behind 
the news headlines and pray for missionaries according to 
what's happening in their countries? 
We also have to look for "shoe polish" on the church's 
staff. Are the pastors knowledgeable and enthusiastic 
about world missions? Do they give missionaries ample 
time on the platform? Do they pastor their missionaries? 
Do they read missions books and periodicals? Do they 
pray publicly as well as privately for missionaries and 
world concerns? Do they pray for and encourage people 
to face God's call to both short-term and career missions? 
Do they plan and promote special times of missions 
emphasis on the church calendar? Do they integrate mis-
sions vision into the Christian education and youth pro-
grams? Do they direct people in how to give more to 
world missions, so that the missions budget increases 
each year? Do they spend some time overseas? Do they 
expect accountability from both missionaries and their 
agencies? 
Finding irrefutable proof of missionary commitment in 
a church is not as easy as finding shoe polish on a base-
ball. However, the signs must be there, or we are just kid-
ding ourselves. Once a year every church needs to com-
pare its deeds with its profession, even though such an 
examination is a lot more painful than getting hit on the 
foot by a fastball. We need to examine priorities and goals 
annually in the light of God's great missionary heart, 
vision, and commitment. 
If we don't get in the game, and follow his rules, we'll 
never get to first base. The great umpire in heaven has 
been known to say, "You're out! I don't know who you 
are." 
James W. Reapsome 
James W. Reapsome is editor of Pulse, from which this article was 
reprinted by permission. 
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INTENTION 
A quick look into Scripture, or a prac-
tical concern for our future, reveal the 
importance of ministries to children. The 
core element is teaching them the Good 
N e w s . A l so c ruc i a l is to he lp them 
mature, with ability to utilize their gifts 
and personal skills to make a contribu-
tion to the world around them. 
As a pediatr ician, I have observed 
first-hand the rise in what is called atten-
tion-deficit disorders. This disorder robs 
children of the faculty to persist in diffi-
cult tasks. Adults all know that the abili-
ty to persist is one of the major roots of 
any success. 
Some of the attention disorders can be 
attributed to heredity. Hereditary prob-
lems, however, do not show epidemic 
rises in frequency. Many other factors are 
involved: breakup of homes, premature 
day care, absence of fathers, increasing 
disorder in schools, secular humanism— 
all contribute substantially. 
Another less obvious factor is also 
involved and that is what I want to focus 
upon. The roots of personality are formed 
in the first few years of life. Eric Erick-
son , an e m i n e n t ch i ld p s y c h i a t r i s t , 
described in Children and Society his 
conclusions after a career of working with 
children. He found the primary task of 3-
to 5-year-olds is developing initiative and 
industry. 
Now is the sense and the pervading 
quality of initiative. It adds to autonomy 
(developed in the second year) the quali-
ty of undertaking, planning, and "attack-
ing" a task for the sake of being active 
and on the move. "Initiative" suggests 
pleasure in attack and conquest. At no 
time (other than 3-5 years of age) is the 
child more ready to learn quickly and 
avidly, to become bigger in the sense of 
sharing obligation and performance and 
work-identification. 
Today's preschoolers do not often look 
like that. Seldom do they have the persis-
tence to work with tinker toys, erector 
sets, and Lincoln logs. Seldom are they 
given a cloth and coached to sew on 
dozens of buttons in patterns of their 
choosing. When they need to be develop-
ing task mastery, they are instead watch-
ing TV or videotapes. Most of the toys 
children play with today involve mostly 
sensory input and rudimentary motor 
skills. They rarely encourage creativity, 
task focus, job completion, and mastery. 
Seldom do children produce at home 
something that merits posting on the 
refrigerator. 
Real education involves action in artic-
ulating ideas and responding thoughtful-
ly. But TV encourages passive responses. 
Regardless of content, it cannot encour-
age doing, mastery, task completion, cre-
ativity, or independent thinking. These 
are the qualities needed for success in 
school and in life. America's children are 
learning them less and less. 
Amer ica ' s overbusy parents them-
selves grew up watching TV, and even if 
they knew the importance of helping 
by Karl M. Hess 
small children with focus and task com-
pletion, they themselves don't know how 
to make a kite or tin can telephone. They 
know little of developmental necessity of 
doing something with their preschool-
aged child. They themselves grew up with 
"Big Bird" and now they go to movies 
and watch TV as a family. And when 
their 3- and 4-year-old gets bored, they, as 
good parents, have a library of "good" 
v ideo—Disney—for their children to 
watch. 
The churches have been invaded by 
the world. We have been so busy being 
"successful" that we have let slip the 
qualities of good parenting which would 
give our kids the tools to be productive in 
any endeavor. Very likely the readership 
of the Evangelical Visitor is far above the 
American average. Yet it is so important 
to understand these issues so that we can 
be faithful in the stewardship of the chil-
dren we have been given. 
Perhaps the Brethren in Christ Church 
can develop some guides and tools for 
parents to help them know the importance 
of years 3-5. Children need in these years 
to develop the industry which will enable 
them in their turn to be the fruitful adults 
God intends. 
I recently discovered Karl Hess' views on 
the effect of TV—not the content, but the 
watching—on children, and felt they were 
worthy the attention of the readers of this col-
umn. Karl Hess has a Brethren in Christ her-
itage. He is a pediatrician in Cleveland, 
Ohio.—Samuel M. Brubaker 
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